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PROMOTIONS - DECEMBER 2017

Beginners to Graduate

 ☞ Julia Colli  with Poppy the Ridgeback X 

Happy Valentines14th Feb.

EDITOR’S NOTE
First of all, a hearty welcome to 
those joining us in 2018, and 
welcome back to those who are 
back for another year – we’re 
thrilled to have you.

This is the Hills Howler, where 
you will find the dates of club 
events and meetings, ground 
rules, and forms. It is also where 
we showcase the achievements of 
our members, celebrate your joys 
and share in your sorrows. Lastly, 
we dedicate ourselves to providing 
quality content – we want to 
educate, inform, entertain and 
engage you on all things dog. We 
encourage you to let us know how 
we’re doing throughout the year at 
hillshowler@gmail.com.

We have been lucky enough this 
month to have experienced club 
instructor Rachel share her top 
5 tips on starting dog training 
with your puppy or young dog. 
A definite must-read for our 
new members, and an excellent 
refresher of the basics for 
experienced members. Check it 
out on page 4 .

Has your dog been affected by 
the thunderstorms this summer? 
We’re pleased to provide some 
great information on storm 
phobias from Dr Marjorie Au on 
page 3.

Club member Marleen Broekmans 
shares her real-life story of what 
it’s like to take a greyhound 
from retired racer to household 
companion on page 5.

And for a bit of fun, find out why 
your dog is the best valentine’s 
date on page 9.

Happy training!
Ellen and Tony
Editorial Team

WELCOME TO 2018.
Last year once again saw the Club have a record  number of 

members, with over 1300 registered in the Club.
People learning about their dog and how to manage their new 

friend is essential in our close community. With more high rise 
homes becoming part of the scene, and thus people density 
increasing, it is vital that our pets are well behaved within the 
area we all live in.

Hills Dog Club has been part of the community for over 30 
years and during that time has continually trained people at the 
Showground, to look after their dogs in a responsible manner. It 
is now more necessary than ever that this continues.

Should things continue as indicated from the last few years it 
appears that our Club will be busy again this year, with our band 
of dedicated instructors (around sixty) working hard once more.

With both Council and public support, I hope we can continue 
this work and help keep our Shire safe with well behaved pets, 
and I hope this year like previous ones will be successful  and 
rewarding.

I hope you and your dog have a great year.
Gordon Fenbow 

 President
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STORM PHOBIAS
by: Dr Marjorie Au

Thunderstorms and 
fireworks to a dog’s sensitive 
hearing and sense of smell 
often causes devastating 
effects on their health; not 
to mention stress and worry 
to their owners. Dogs may 
salivate, shake, bark or howl; 
try to escape or hide by 
digging, jumping or chewing 
through fences during these 
periods, and this can lead 
to severe physical injury, 
or worse. Mental anguish 
and unwanted behaviour 
can worsen over time if this 
phobia is not addressed 
appropriately. 
Unfortunately, 
there is no 
“quick fix” for 
noise phobias. 
Each dog is 
different - what 
the triggers 
are, and what 
management 
strategies are best. Talking to 
your vet and professional dog 
trainers can help you devise 
a plan. Note the emphasis on 
that last word, “plan”. 
It is vitally important once 
you have recognised that 
your dog may be hyper-
reactive to noise, that 
you plan for these times 
as well as you can. Some 
recommendations 
include:
Insulating the dog 
from the noise and 
light - cover the 
dogs ears, kennel, 
windows; or 
alternatively 
leave lights on (if 
the dog reacts to 

the flickering of the lightning)
Using a Thundershirt®
Playing calming music eg. 
“Through a Dog’s Ear” or white 
noise to cover the sounds of 
thunder

Desensitising 
CDs – 
teaching 
calmness 
while 
gradually 
introducing 
thunder 
sounds

Diverting the dog’s attention to 
something else during periods 
of anxiety
Gently stroking & quietly 
talking to your dog to calm it 
can help - it won’t make the 
anxiety worse when dogs are in 
this heightened state
Relaxation training
Often I hear people say that 
they do not want to use drugs 

to overcome phobias in 
their pets, but since 
phobias are irrational 
chemical brain 
responses, certain 
safe medications when 
used appropriately, can 
dramatically improve 
the dog (& their owners) 
quality of life. 

Just like management 
strategies, there is no “quick 
drug fix” though. A veterinary 
consultation and prescription 
is required to ascertain the 
best therapeutic medication to 
reduce anxiety and the “panic 
attacks” that these dogs get. 
There are many behaviour-
modifying drugs available 
now, and they do work well, 
but it is important to be aware 

that the doses need to be 
titrated to effect. That is, each 
dog needs to have their dose 
tailored to their requirements, 
and if the dose is not working, 
it should be gradually 
increased (under veterinary 
advice) until the desired effect 
is achieved. 

"Each dog is different - what 
the triggers are, and what 
management strategies are 

best.
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Since dogs have amazing 
senses, it is important that 
medication be given early, 
at least 2-3 hours or more 
before the storm hits. Some 
medications are safe to give 
several days in a row which is 
perfect for those hot humid 
summer periods in Sydney 
when we get a thunderstorm 
every afternoon. 
Some dogs respond better 
to one medication than 
to another, so don’t be 
disheartened if one drug 
has been tried with poor 
effect. Speak to your vet 
about prescribing other 

medications. 
Also, please be aware 
of a sedative called ACP 
(acepromazine) which is NOT 
an anxiolytic. It will NOT 
help with noise phobias; in 
fact, ACP makes dogs more 
sensitive to loud noises and 
it immobilises them so they 
cannot react. Unfortunately, 
some people may think this 
drug works well because the 
dog is quiet & lying still, but 
it actually increases their 
anxiety and phobia.
Lastly, Dog-Appeasing 
Pheromones in the form of 
an Adaptil® collar, can reduce 
anxiety by up to 70% in some 
dogs. This is worthwhile as 
an adjunctive strategy to 
try, and does not require a 
prescription. 
Storm or noise phobias are 
extremely common, but 
commonly dog owners don’t 
know how to manage these 
situations. Injured or missing 
dogs, and damaged property, 

are an unwanted consequence. 
Most importantly though, we 
should be considering our best 
friend’s mental well-being, 
and thankfully we can now 
help them cope with these 
frightening situations.



Dr Marjorie Au
Head Veterinarian
Petstock Vet Dural 
1 / 248 – 252 New Line Road, 
Dural NSW 2158
02 9651 5047  
dural@petstockvet.com.au
www.petstock.com.au/store/
petstock-vet-dural

STARTING DOG 
TRAINING WITH 
YOUR PUPPY OR 
YOUNG DOG
by Rachel Lawler

Taking your new family 
member to dog training 
classes for the first time can be 
an overwhelming experience, 
but it doesn’t have to be! There 
are a few things that you can 
do to be prepared and ready 
to take on all that dog training 
classes and its environment 
can throw at you. 

1. Load up that treat pouch. 
When we are asking our new 
puppy or dog to focus for an 

hour in a class, we need to 
make it worthwhile for them. 
Dog training class should be 
the time when the best treats 
come out, whether it is bbq 
chicken, sausage, cabanossi 
or cheese. Bring out the food 
that makes them want to 

jump through hoops to 
get it! 

2. 
Reward 
generously.
For most puppies and 
young dogs coming to our 
classes, it is the first time 
they have been around 
this many people and dogs. 

Make sure you take that into 
consideration and reward 
generously for positive 
behaviour.

3. Give your dog plenty of room 
from other dogs in class.
Not all dogs are comfortable 
with being close to other dogs, 
especially when they are on 
lead. When you are in class, 
make sure you give other dogs 
space and save play time with 
friends for after class. If you 
can see that your puppy or 
dog is not comfortable in a 
certain situation, do not feel 
that you need to stay. Move 
into a different position in the 
class or put yourself on the 
outskirts.
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FROM GREYHOUND 
TO GREENHOUND
by: Marleen Broekmans

To most, August 1st is known 
as the Horses Birthday; the day 
assigned to all foals born in 
the Southern Hemisphere for 
competition racing. In our home 
however, it is more importantly 
known as our greyhound Pippa’s 
“gotcha day.”

For confidentiality, I won’t disclose 
Pippa’s racing name, particularly 
after what I’m about to say next! 
We adopted Pippa directly from 
her trainer, who we later learned 
had little concern for the dogs 
under his care. Our supposedly 
three year old dog was more like 
five and a half years old. She had 
pre-existing injuries to her tail 
which refused to heal, and later 
required surgery (some $1500 

later). Once her winter coat blew, 
we began to notice many body 
scars, and upon investigation 
discovered there was zero record 
of any vetting work.

It was time for Pippa’s life to 
change - drastically. Her days 
became filled with gentle 
obedience training, walks in 
Carlingford’s Hunts Creek 
Reserve, and other forms of canine 
enrichment (in particular she 
loves peanut butter and sardine 
Kongs). And yet, there was always 
a reminder of her past following 
us every time we left our home - 
her muzzle.

By NSW law, greyhounds 
must be muzzled in public, 
unless an exemption is made. 
This exemption involves a six 

week course, followed by an 
examination conducted by a 
Greenhound assessor. 

Enrolling into the Greenhound 
program proved to be a somewhat 
lengthy process. First we needed 
proof of desexing, which could 
only be done at an approved vet 
known to work with racing dogs 
(we went to Rossmore Vets who 
were fantastic). Pippa ended up 
getting her teeth cleaned under 
anaesthetic at same time, and a 
full blood panel as a baseline for 
any future vet visits. Her previous 
owner (not the trainer!) from her 
racing career kindly settled the bill 
as a way of showing his gratitude 
for us adding Pippa into our 
family. 

Finally after two months of 

4. Practice at home.
It’s true when people say 
that the class is actually 
for the human, not the dog! 
When you are at home, 
work on the skills your 
instructor has shown you 
in class. It is much easier 
for your dog to learn new 
things in a comfortable, 
less distracting 

environment. Once they have 
nailed it there, you will notice 
that they will perform the 
behaviours much easier when 
you are out and about. 

5. Pick your instructor’s brain.
Ask questions!! Your 
instructor is always willing 
to listen to questions you 
may have and answer 

appropriately. There are some 
very knowledgeable people at 
the club who can give you their 
opinion about problems you 
may be having as well as about 
progressing in obedience or 
even other avenues of dog 
training.   
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Want to give back to the community? 
The AGM is coming up in April. It's time to check 

your schedule and see if you can help out with 

volunteering for the club in 2018. 

Get involved! We’d love to have you. 

Want to know more? Come and join our next com-

mittee meeting on 14th February 2018, at 7:30pm 

to see how we run. Nominations at next monthly 

meeting.

dancing around semantics and 
jumping the obstacle course 
known as Parramatta Council, 
Greenhound were given 
permission to email us our 
workbook. The in-home training 
guide was a scaling of 1-5 in 
various areas of assessment, not 
limited to, but including;
- How does your dog respond to 
a flushing toilet/vacuum cleaner/
other kitchen appliance?
- Can your dog easily scale a 
small/long flight of stairs?
- How does your dog respond to 
crowds?
- How does your dog react to 
sudden noises?
- How does your dog interact with 
children?
- Can your dog walk calmly on 
lead?

The list of questions were 
seemingly endless!

After training for six weeks, I 
plucked the courage to contact 
a Greenhound assessor. Rosalie 
worked at Blacktown Holding 
Facility, and was available the 
next week! So off to Blacktown 
we went, where we arrived half an 
hour early so Pippa could get used 
to her surroundings. 

Rosalie performed many of the 
assessment tasks outside of my 
view, but there were several which 
I observed. One was to offer Pippa 
a high-value treat, and ensure 
she didn’t display any resource 
guarding or food aggression. 
Another was the “startle test.” Here 
Rosalie loudly clanged two pot 
lids together, with absolutely zero 
reaction from Pippa. This didn’t 
surprise me at all, since she often 
sleeps through my cello rehearsals!

Then came a more central 
component of the test; assessing 

prey drive. During their careers, 
Greyhounds are trained to chase 
scented lures on the racetrack. It 
can be hard to erase this learned 
behaviour, and it often spills over 
into their lives as a companion 
animal. During this part of the 
assessment, Pippa was introduced 
to a small, cute and fluffy pound 
pup. I literally held my breath 
during this part of the assessment 
- failure in this task would 
completely negate everything else! 
I watched on, saw her ears prick for 
a second, and then relax. Phew! No 
poodle penne today, which Rosalie 
then interpreted as a pass! We then 
delivered our completed assessment 
booklet to Greenhounds in Rhodes, 
and were advised we would receive 
our green collar some time in 
February. 

Upon reflection, Pippa’s 
transformation over the past 
six months has been a truly 
remarkable one. Her coat once 
dull and patchy, is now sleek and 
shiny. She now has learned a 
handful of obedience commands, 
including the “sit” - a great 
challenge for many greyhounds 
who are not accustomed to this 
posture. But three months of 
persistence and patience paid its 
dividends! 

One thing is for certain though; 
as soon as I fasten Pippa’s green 
collar, we will be attending weekly 
obedience class at the Hills Dog 
Club; right next to her brother 
Harley!
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CONGRATULATIONS
 to club instructor Genevieve 
who recently passed the 20 day 
International Dog Training 
and Behaviour Course in 
Dali, China! It was run by the 
Northern Centre for Canine 
Behaviour UK in conjunction 
with the Qing Lan Animal 
Behaviour Resource Centre, 

Beijing, China. Genevieve 
described the experience as 
“incredible” and we are glad to 
have her bring her newfound 
knowledge back to the club.
by: E.M.

John Rogerson, Genevieve Young 
and  Miya Guo

QUIZ, NO QUALMS 
FINDING HIS 
QUARRY
by: E.M.

It is a dog owner’s greatest 
fear – realising your dog has 
gone missing. Even more 
so when you live on a bush 
property – like the owners of 
Marcus the dachshund. It was 
Jan 17, temperatures were in 
the mid 30s and they knew the 
bush held plenty of snakes. It 
was the worst conditions for a 
small dog to be lost in the bush.

But keep reading, dog lovers – 
this story has a happy ending.

The next morning, Rachel 
Lawler of Seek Dogs Austra-
lia received a call about the 
dachshund, who had now been 
missing for 24 hours. She 
joined the search with three of 
her dogs – Quiz, Bodie and Jed. 
She began with Bodie and Jed, 
who searched well but the heat 
was proving a challenge. She 
switched to Quiz, who enthusi-
astically picked up the search.

After two hours, however, Ra-
chel was starting to worry that 
Marcus wasn’t to be found just 
then. But Quiz was still keen 
and actively searching. He fol-
lowed a scent track which lead 
to a hole…

Lo and behold, there was Mar-
cus, inside the hole. A little de-
hydrated, but definitely there 
and definitely ready to come 
home. He was brought home 
safe and sound in otherwise 
good health.

Not only were his owners 
thrilled and grateful, Rachel is 
pleased as well. “Couldn’t have 
asked for a better result,” she 
wrote on her business page. 

“Words can’t describe how 
proud of [Quiz] I am.”



Quizzy, you good boy!

Marcus, as if nothing happened
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GROUND RULES
1. As a condition of membership, 
all dogs are required to be 
properly vaccinated according to 
current veterinary guidelines.

2. Members are responsible at 
all times for the behaviour of 
their dog/s whilst present on the 
training grounds or representing 
the club.

3. All dogs must have properly 
fitted equipment and remain on 
lead at all times (unless instructed 
otherwise by a club instructor). 
No check/choker chains are to 
be used on any dogs in Puppy, 
Beginners or Graduate classes.

4. A member shall not ill-treat a 
dog at any time. Any such action 
may give rise to suspension 
or expulsion from the Club by 
resolution of the Committee.

5. Bitches in season and/or 
dog/s which are un-well or  have 
an infectious condition are not 
permitted on the obedience 
training grounds.

6. Members are to pick up after 
their dog/s and help keep the 
grounds clean and tidy.

7. Adequate sensible dress with 
appropriate footwear (no thongs, 
scuffs or bare feet) is required 
to be worn by Handler during 
training.

8. Dogs are not to be left 
unattended whilst on the training 
grounds unless crated or tethered 
in a safe area. Members are 
reminded not to approach dogs 
that are confined. All dogs are 
to be kept under control and 
supervised while at the counter 
or in the clubhouse.

9. The Club reserves the right 
to ask any member to muzzle or 
in extreme cases, remove their 
dog/s from the training grounds. 
If a muzzle is required this must 
remain in place whilst on the 
club grounds. This will be at the 
discretion of the Committee.

10. Members who use Club 
equipment must ensure it is 

returned to the storeroom and 
stored correctly after classes are 
conducted.

11. Children are welcome to 
attend classes provided they are 
supervised by an adult/parent/
guardian at all times.

12. Child members (aged 7 to 11 are 
to be accompanied by an adult/
parent/guardian in classes) and 
Junior members (aged 12 to 15 
under adult/parent/guardian 
supervision on grounds) are 
welcome to train providing they 
have sufficient control of their 
dog during classes. This will be 
at the discretion of the class/chief 
instructor.

Hills Dog Club Inc.

TRAINING TIMES
Mon.    7pm -> Puppies*, 
Beginners, Graduate & Advanced
 8pm -> Competitive   
  Trialling dogs class
*Puppy classes are for dogs 12-20  
 weeks.
 Tue. 10:30am -> All Classes

CLUB MEETINGS
The club meets monthly on the 
2nd Wednesday of the month, 
except January, in the clubhouse. 
Meetings start at 7.30pm. All 
welcome! Tea and coffee provided.
Club financial year is 1st January 
to 31st December.

CORRESPONDENCE 
AND NEWSLETTER
All Club correspondence or enqui-
ries should be addressed in writing 
to The Secretary, PO Box 56/169 
Ridgecrop Drive, Castle Hill, NSW, 
2154. 
Hills Howler is available at the 
clubhouse on training days/nights 
and online. All members are en-
couraged to contribute.
For admin purposes, please keep 
us informed of change of email 
address.

Forgotten to bring treats to train-
ing? 
Lamb Treats are on sale at the 
office for $5 a packet  

NOTICE:
Election of Judges

To take place at the following 
meetings:
Show: May and October
Trial: November

Would you like to receive your 
Howler via email?

Email us at:  
hillshowler@gmail.com 

Subject: Send Howler
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If you were born in the year...

FOR NOTICE OF CLASS 
CANCELLATION

In the event of extreme weather conditions 
(heat or rain) Go to: www.hillsdogclub.com  OR 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub - 
Pages updated Monday 4pm & Tuesday 8:45am

W
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ain we're fine come rain or shine

DID YOU KNOW?
by: E.M.

Feb 16, 2018 marks the begin-
ning of the lunar new year – 
and the Year of the Dog, ac-
cording to Chinese zodiac. 
Our furry friends are known 
for their loyalty, friendliness 
and honesty. People born in 
the year of the dog are said to 
share those traits – as well as 
being easygoing, trustworthy 

7 REASONS WHY 
YOUR DOG IS THE 
PERFECT VALEN-
TINE’S DATE
by: E.M.

1.  There’s no need to get dressed up 
– you will never wish you pressed 
your shirt or wore a nicer suit to 
the date.

2.  If you arrive late, your dog will 
still be happy to see you – in fact, the 
later you are the more enthusiastic 
your welcome will be. 

3.  You can eat all the chocolate 
yourself – no need to share!

4.  PDA is A-OK with your dog – 
you can pet, cuddle, scratch behind 
the ears and even sneak in a lick 
or two in public without anyone 
feeling embarrassed.

5.  You’ll never have to worry about 
having those cheesy ‘I ruv you’ 
teddy bears around for the rest of 
the year – your dog will take care 
of them for you! (… Hey, where’d all 
this fluff come from?)

6.  Your dog won’t ask you annoying 
questions – or, in fact, any 
questions at all, except the implicit 
one in those eyes when you cut into 
that steak…

7.  You can train your dog! 
Everyone else comes with 
ingrained habits you just have to 
accept – like spending too long in 
the shower or leaving the toilet 
seat up. But dogs? You can train 
them to come in when asked, to 
stay off the couch, even not to 
whine at you – what’s not to love?



and helpful. Rather than seek-
ing money and power, they 
are more likely to be trying to 
make the world a better place.
There are 12 animals in the 
Chinese zodiac, one 
for each year in a 
rotating cycle. 
Each year is also 
assigned one of 
5 elements – 
metal, wood, 
water, fire 
and earth. 
2018 is an 
earth dog 
year – looks 
like this is one 
for the terriers 
and dachshunds!
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NOTICE IS GIVEN OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
OF HILLS DOG CLUB INC.

When: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday 13th February 2018 - 7:30pm
Where:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Meeting Rooms at Castle Hill Showground.
Who:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Everyone is welcome to attend.

AGENDA
1. Open Meeting
2. Apologies
3. Confirmation of Minutes of previous meeting
4. Business arising from the minutes
5. Correspondence
6. Treasurer’s Report
7. New members
8. Chief Instructor’s Report
9. Show Secretary’s Report
10. Trial Secretary’s Report
11. Publicity Report
12. Motions
13. General Business 

DOG BREEDING 
MADE ABSURD
Pointer + Setter = Pointsetter, a 
traditional Christmas pet .

Kerry Blue Terrier + Skye 
Terrier = Blue Skye, a dog for 
visionaries 

Great Pyrenees + Dachshund = 
Pyradachs, a puzzling breed 

Pekinese + Lhasa Apso = 
Peekasso, an abstract dog 

Irish Water Spaniel + En-
glish Springer Spaniel = Irish 
Springer, a dog fresh and clean 
as a whistle 

Labrador Retriever + Curly 
Coated Retriever = Lab Coat Re-
triever, the choice of research 
scientists 

Newfoundland 
+ Basset Hound 
= Newfound 
Asset Hound, a 
dog for finan-
cial advisors 

Terrier + Bull-
dog = Terri-
bull, a dog that 
makes 
awful 
mistakes 

Bloodhound + Labrador = Blab-
rador, a dog that barks inces-
santly 

 Malamute + Pointer = 
Moot Point, owned by... 
oh, well, it doesn't mat-
ter anyway 

 Collie + Malamute = 
Commute, a dog that 
travels to work 
 

First printed Howler Oct 2010

Golden Dox

Pitwee

Unknown, but I want one!
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HILLS DOG CLUB INC   -  2018 COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT:  Gordon Fenbow.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mb: 0430 341 235.  
 E: gfenbow@bigpond.net.au
VICE PRESIDENT:  Anne Small . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mb: 0417 414 877.  
 E: jonan.65@bigpond.com
VICE PRESIDENT:   Vacant

SECRETARY:  Tiki Friezer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    
 E: dogclubtrials@gmail.com
ASSISTANT SECRETARY:  Vacant

TREASURER:  Lynne Sheather  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tel: 9634 1497.  
 E: lshe4963@bigpond.net.au
ASSISTANT TREASURER:  Janet Power .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mb: 0419 313 848.
 E: powerjanet@optusnet.com.au
CHIEF INSTRUCTOR:  Dianne Atkins .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Tel: 9654 3833.  
 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au
TRIAL SECRETARY:  Tiki Friezer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   
 E: dogclubtrials@gmail.com
SHOW SECRETARY:  Janet Power .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Mb: 0419 313 848.  
 E: powerjanet@optusnet.com.au

COMMITTEE:
Natalie Conway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mb: 0404 878 940.
Vicki Gresser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mb: 0414 819 946.
Judith Stanley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tel: 9868 5912.
Kathy Cocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mb: 0411 892 329.
Peter Guenther  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tel: 9634 6876.
Deirdre O’Brien  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mb: 0414 515 233.

PUBLIC OFFICER: Vicki Gresser.  . Mb: 0414 819 946.
PUBLICITY OFFICER: Tony Vink  . Mb: 0497 850 895.  
E: Tonyvink@gmail.com
EDUCATION OFFICER: Dianne Atkins . . Tel: 9654 3833.
EQUIPMENT OFFICER: Luke Perfect  . . . Mb: 0409 118 458.  
E: alwaysperfect@optusnet.com.au

REGISTRAR: Jody Smith  . . . . . . . . . . Mb: 0412 502 629.  
E: jawsmith@bigpond.com

AUDITOR: Mr T. Newton
PATRON: Mrs Betty Stepkovitch

TROPHY STEWARDS:
TRIAL: Kerry Richards & Janice Lyons
SHOW: Terri Odell & Janet Power
CLUB: Genevieve Young  . . . . . . . . . Mb: 0419 161 042.  
E: genevieve.young@optusnet.com.au

LIFE MEMBERS:  Peter Guenther, Hazel Baldwin (deceased), Dianne Atkins, Janet 
Power, Belvane Parsons, Anne Small, Betty Cansdale, Robyn Jones, Janice Lyons, Vicki 
Gresser, Lynne Sheather.

Image Credits:
Photos of Crossbreed dogs from the 
public domain.
Photos with article owned by respec-
tive authors / or are from the public 
Domain and printed under the Cre-
ative Commons Licence.
Illustration Chinese Zodiac Wheel by 
Tony Vink

The Hills Howler newsletter is written by 
members, for members. The views ex-
pressed here are not necessarily the views 
of the Hills Dog Club Inc. and the club 
does not accept responsibility for any in-
formation, articles or advice published.
We welcome requests for articles and info, 
and also allow members to post dog/pet 
related notices at editors discretion.

Members are encouraged to write and 
contribute letters, stories, with photos re-
lated to dogs and experiences with dogs. 
Share a joy or a sadness with us.
Most web links on the digital version of 
this Newsletter are live and may be clicked 
to go to the appropriate site. Some images 
also contain web links.





	

	

HILLS	DOG	CLUB	Inc.	AWARDS	
Each	year	members	of	this	Club	are	invited	to	enter	our	awards.	The	awards	acknowledge	

excellence	in	Obedience	and	Rally	Obedience	Competition	as	well	as	Achievement	in	Combined	
Canine	activity.		In	addition,	Title	Trophies	are	presented	to	any	member’s	dog	that	has	gained	

a	Title	in	an	approved	dog	discipline.	

	 		
ARE	YOU	APPLYING	FOR	A	POINTS	SCORE	TROPHY?		YES/NO	

If	YES,	please	complete	form	for	CATEGORY	1	
	

ARE	YOU	APPLYING	FOR	A	TITLE	TROPHY?					YES/NO	
	 	 	 	 	 													If	YES,	please	complete	form	for	CATEGORY	2	

	

	

EXPLANATION	of	AWARDS	

The	awards	fall	into	2	categories:	

Category	1:		OBEDIENCE	&	RALLY	O	

Category	1	Awards	are	competitive	within	the	club,	and	are	awarded	by	the	club.	These	awards	
are	based	on	points	gained	in	competition	at	different	levels,	i.e.,	CCD,	Novice	(CD),	Open	
(CDX),	UD	and	UDX.	

To	be	eligible	for	these	awards	you	must:	

1.		Be	a	financial	member	of	the	Hills	Dog	Club	Inc.	at	the	time	of	participation	in	your					
nominated	trials	AND	at	the	final	closing	date	for	submission	of	entries.	

2.		Have	been	an	active	member	of	the	Hills	Dog	Club	Inc.	at	the	time	of	participation	in	your	
nominated	trials	for	these	awards.	

3.		Submit	a	complete,	correct	and	legible	entry	form	by	the	closing	date,	with	photocopies	of	
the	original	qualifying	certificates	attached	OR	the	original	qualifying	certificates	must	be	
sighted	by	a	Committee	member	and	your	entry	form	signed	by	the	Committee	member.	

Any	trial	conducted	within	NSW	or	ACT	is	eligible	for	nomination.		

Each	of	the	Obedience	Awards	is	based	on	the	combined	total	of	the	required	number	(which	
depends	on	the	level	of	competition)	of	the	participants’	highest	scores	gained	in	the	
competition	year	stated.		

Gold,	Silver	and	Bronze	medals	are	awarded	according	to	the	number	of	points	gained,	with	the	
highest	scoring	Handler	and	Dog	in	each	competition	level	winning	the	Perpetual	Trophy	for	
the	year.		

	



	

Perpetual	Trophies	will	be	awarded	to	the	highest	scoring	Handler	&	Dog	in	each	level	of	
competition.	These	awards	will	be	automatically	granted.	The	Perpetual	Trophies	are:	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

The	closing	date	for	entries	will	be	13th	February	2018.		LATE	ENTRIES	WILL	NOT	BE	ACCEPTED.		
Awards	will	be	presented	at	the	2018	AGM.	

	

ADDITIONAL	ELIGIBILITY	CRITERIA	for	the	DIANNE	ATKINS	PERPETUAL	TROPHY	for	HIGHEST	
ACHIEVEMENT	IN	CANINE	COMPETITION:	

The	following	additional	criteria	must	be	met	for	this	Perpetual	Trophy	to	be	presented	to	a	
Hills	Dog	Club	Inc.	member.		If	there	is	no	member	who	meets	the	criteria,	the	trophy	will	not	
be	awarded	that	year.		

1. A	club	member	must	meet	all	other	club	requirements	for	trophies.		
2. The	competition	year	will	run	from	the	Tuesday	after	the	State	Titles	2016	(Tues	4.10.16)	

until	31st	December	2017.	
3. A	nominee	must	achieve	a	minimum	of	2	Titles	with	the	same	dog	in	the	designated	

competition	year.			
4. As	the	purpose	of	this	Trophy	is	to	celebrate	high	achievement,	the	number	and	difficulty	of	

titles	will	be	taken	into	consideration.		
5. In	the	event	of	multiple	successful	applications,	the	Chief	Instructor	and	the	President	of	

the	club	will	make	the	final	decision.		Their	decision	will	be	final.		No	correspondence	will	be	
entered	into.			

6. Members	may	nominate	themselves	and	their	dogs	for	this	award,	or	another	member	may	
nominate	them.			

7. Nomination	forms	must	be	completed,	signed	and	submitted	by	13th	February	2018.	
8. Late	entries	will	not	be	accepted.	

	

Qualifying	titles	include:	

			Obedience	 Tracking	 			Endurance	 OR	any	other	title	granted	by	the	ANKC,		
or	any	other	title	deemed	by	the	Club	to		
be	a	fair	title,	e.g.,	Flyball,	Canine	Good	
Citizen,	Hills	Canine	Companion	Award,	etc.	

Rally	O	 			Herding	 Conformation	
Agility	 			Earthdog	 			Search	&	Track	
Flyball	 			Gundog	 			Dancing	with	Dogs	

	

	

	

	

CCD				 	 	 Abbey	Memorial	Trophy	
NOVICE			 	 Hazel	Baldwin	Trophy	
OPEN				 	 	 Hilda	Smythe	Trophy	
UD				 	 	 Barry	Langdon	Trophy	
UDX				 	 	 Hills	Dog	Club	Inc.	Trophy	
OPEN	&	UD	 Karen	Valeschini	Memorial	Trophy	
RALLY	O		 Iris	Bollinger	Perpetual	Trophy	
HIGHEST																														
ACHIEVEMENT	in	
CANINE	COMP.	

	
Dianne	Atkins	Perpetual	Trophy	



AWARDS	for	OBEDIENCE	

	

The	competition	year	for	CCD	&	NOVICE	runs	from	the	Tuesday	after	the	2015	State	Titles		
(Tue	6.10.15)	until	31st	December	2017.		This	is	a	2-year	period.	

CCD	

Your	best	THREE	results	only	will	be	accepted	
and	must	fall	within	a																																																																																																															
12-month	time	zone	of	the	above																																																																																																																	
2-year	period.	 	 	 	 	 	

NOVICE	

Your	best	THREE	results	only	will	be	accepted	
and	must	fall	within	a																																																																																																															
12-month	time	zone	of	the	above																																																																																																																	
2-year	period.	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	

The	competition	year	for	OPEN,	UD	&	UDX	runs	from	the	Tuesday	after	the	2016	State	Titles	
(Tues	4.10.16)	until	31st	December	2017.	 	 	 	

	 OPEN	 	 	 	 	 	

Your	best	SEVEN	results	only	will	be	accepted.
	 	 	

	 	 	

UD	

Your	best	THREE	results	only	will	be	accepted.	

	

UDX	

Your	best	THREE	results	only	will	be	accepted.						

	 	

OPEN	&	UD	

Your	best	THREE	results	from	each	Class	will	be	accepted.	

	

AWARDS	for	RALLY	OBEDIENCE	

	 The	competition	year	for	all	Rally	Obedience	awards	runs	from	the	Tuesday	after	the	State	
Titles	2016	(Tue	4.10.16)	until	31st	December	2017	inclusive.	

Your	best	SIX	results	from	any	Class	will	be	accepted	and	these	can	be	a	mix	of	classes.	

	

	

	

	

228	to	239	points	 Receive	a	bronze	medal	
240	to	251	points	 Receive	a	silver	medal	
252	to	300	points	 Receive	a	gold	medal	

528	to	539	points	 Receive	a	bronze	medal	
540	to	551	points	 Receive	a	silver	medal	
552	to	600	points	 Receive	a	gold	medal	

1246	to	1273	points	 Receive	a	bronze	medal	
1274	to	1301	points	 Receive	a	silver	medal	
1302	to	1400	points	 Receive	a	gold	medal	
534	to	544	points	 Receive	a	bronze	medal	
545	to	555	points	 Receive	a	silver	medal	
556	to	600	points	 Receive	a	gold	medal	

534	to	544	points	 Receive	a	bronze	medal	
545	to	555	points	 Receive	a	silver	medal	
556	to	600	points	 Receive	a	gold	medal	

456	to	479	points	 Receive	a	bronze	medal	
480	to	503	points	 Receive	a	silver	medal	
504	to	600	points	 Receive	a	gold	medal	



	

Category	2:		TITLE	TROPHIES	

Category	2	Awards	are	the	club’s	way	of	recognising	Titles	achieved	by	members	and	their	
dogs.	These	awards	are	based	on	having	gained	a	Title	in	a	particular	dog	discipline,	as	
recognised	by	the	ANKC.	

Because	this	is	a	Title	award	only,	the	awards	are	not	points	based.	

To	be	eligible	for	these	awards	you	must:	

1.		Be	a	financial	member	of	the	Hills	Dog	Club	Inc.	at	the	time	of	participation	in	your	
nominated	trials	AND	at	the	final	closing	date	for	submission	of	entries.	

2.		Submit	a	complete,	correct	and	legible	entry	form	by	the	closing	date	with	photocopies	of	
the	original	qualifying	certificates	attached	OR	the	original	qualifying	certificates	must	be	
sighted	by	a	Committee	member	and	your	entry	form	signed	by	the	Committee	member.	

The	closing	date	for	entries	will	be	13th	February	2018.		

LATE	ENTRIES	WILL	NOT	BE	ACCEPTED.		

The	Trophies	will	be	presented	at	the	2018	AGM.	

	

	

	 	 	

SUMMARY	of	AWARDS	

AWARD	TYPE	 QUALIFYING	PERIOD	
&	other	criteria	

ENTRIES	
CLOSE	

DATE	of	
PRESENTATION	

	
	
	
C
A
T	
E
G
O
R	
Y								
	
	1	

	
Obedience	&	

Rally	O	
Achievements	
&	Perpetual	
Trophies	

	
	

	
CCD	&	Novice:		from	the	Tuesday	after	
the	2015	State	Titles	(Tues	6.10.15)	until	
31st	December	2017	inclusive.	This	is	a	2-
year	time	frame.	However,	your	BEST	

THREE	RESULTS	ONLY	WILL	BE	ACCEPTED	
and	the	passes	must	fall	within	a	12-
month	time	zone	of	the	above	period.	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

13th	February	
2018	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

At	the	Hills	Dog	
Club	Inc.	
2018	AGM		

Open,	UD	&	UDX:	from	the	Tuesday	
after	the	2016	State	Titles		(Tues	4.10.16)	

until	31st	December	2017	inclusive.	
	

	C
A
T						
	

2	

	
Title	Trophies	

	
	
	

	
Any	member’s	dog	that	has	gained	a	
Title	in	2016	is	entitled	to	receive	a	

Trophy.	Multiple	Titles	will	be	engraved	
on	a	single	trophy.	

	
13th	February	

2018	
	

	
At	the	Hills	Dog	

Club	Inc.	
2018	AGM	

	

	

	

	

	



	
COMPLETE	THIS	FORM	for	CATEGORY	1	

	
OBEDIENCE	&	RALLY	O	ACHIEVEMENTS	&	PERPETUAL	TROPHIES	AWARDS	
	
					Name	of	Dog	________________________________________________	Breed	______________________	
	

	
TOTAL	POINTS:	___________________________________	(not	needed	for	Dianne	Atkins	Trophy)	
	
Please	tick	box	for	Trophy	and/or	Medallion	applied	for:				

	
Abbey	Memorial	Trophy	(CCD)	 	 																																		Hazel	Baldwin	Trophy	(Novice)	 	

Hilda	Smythe	Trophy	(Open)		 	 	 	 						Barry	Langdon	Trophy	(UD)						
	 		 		
	Karen	Valeschini	Memorial	Trophy	(Open	&	UD)																				Hills	Dog	Club	Perpetual	Trophy	(UDX)	
	 	 	
Dianne	Atkins	Perpetual	Trophy		 	 	 						Iris	Bollinger	Memorial	Trophy	
(Highest	Achievement	in	Canine	Competition)	 	 						(Rally	O)	
	

	
Medallion:				 	 Gold 	 Silver 	 Bronze	
	
	
Member’s	name:		__________________________________________________________________________	
	
Address:	_________________________________________________________________________________	
	
Postcode:	_______________	Phone	number/s:	_________________________________________________	
	
Original	qualifying	certificate/s	sighted	by	Committee	Member	&	signed	______________________________	
	
I	hereby	confirm	that	the	above	information	is	true	and	correct	and	that	I	have	been	a	financial	
member	of	the	Hills	Dog	Club	Inc.	now	and	when	the	above	results	were	achieved.	
	
Signed:	____________________________________________________________Dated:________________	
	 	 	 	

This	form	must	be	returned	by	13th	February	2018.	
	

It	may	be	handed	in	on	the	Training	Ground	at	the	counter,	
or	given	to	Genevieve	Young,	or	posted	to:	

The	Secretary,	Hills	Dog	Club	Inc.,	PO	Box	56/159	Ridgecrop	Drive,	CASTLE	HILL,	NSW,	2154	

Trial	 Date	 Class	 Points	 Cat	No.	 Office	Use	
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	



	

	
	

Hills	Dog	Club	Inc.	
	

COMPLETE	THIS	FORM	for	CATEGORY	2	
	

MEMBERS	TROPHY	FOR	NEW	TITLES	GAINED	IN	2016/17	
Any	dog	that	has	gained	a	title	during	between	4.10.16	and	31.12.17	is	entitled	to		

receive	a	trophy	recognising	this	achievement.	
	
	

PRESENTATION	OF	TROPHIES	
Members	need	to	attend	the	2018	A.G.M.	to	accept		

the	trophy	on	behalf	of	their	dog.	
	

	
OWNER’S	NAME	_______________________________________________	
	
	
DOG’S	NAME	__________________________________________________________________	
(Include	Kennel	name,	and	other	titles	if	applicable)	
	
	
TITLES	GAINED	_________________________________________________________________	
(in	the	order	gained)	
																																				_________________________________________________________________	
	

	
NB:		Multiple	titles	gained	during	the	year	will	be	engraved	on	a	single	trophy	

with	the	exception	of	Champion	or	Grand	Champion,		
which	will	be	presented	as	an	individual	trophy.	

	
Please	attach	proof	of	title	(e.g.,	copy	of	certificate	or	amended	registration	certificate).	

	
This	form	must	be	returned	by	13th	February	2018.		
It	may	be	handed	in	on	the	Training	Ground	at	the	counter,		

or	given	to	Genevieve	Young,	or	posted	to:			
The	Secretary	

Hills	Dog	Club	Inc.	
PO	Box	56/159	Ridgecrop	Drive,	CASTLE	HILL,	NSW,	2154	

	



 Hills Dog Club Inc.

Postal Address – The Secretary P O Box 56/159 Ridgecrop Drive Castle Hill NSW 2154

Renewal Application – due by the third Tuesday in March

A copy of your dog/s current vaccination certificate must be submitted with your renewal 

PERSONAL DETAILS

I/We (Last name)............................................................................................................................................

First name   ...................................................................................................................................................

Address   ......................................…………………………………………...........……….....……........……….

Suburb ……………………………………………......... Postcode    ..................………........….

Phone.………..…...…mobile.....................…......email…………..…………………..............….………..........

Optional for Dogs NSW members  - Membership Number  …....................................................................

DOGS DETAILS

NAME .................................................BREED..............................................................AGE...............

NAME .................................................BREED..............................................................AGE...............

Apply to be admitted as member(s) of the Hills Dog Club Inc. (club year 1st Jan – 31st Dec)

I/We enclose my/our RENEWAL FEE of

Full Membership Adult $15.00 O Dual $20.00 O

Associate Membership Adult $15.00 O Dual $20.00 O

Full Membership Family $30.00 O

Associate Membership Family $30.00 O Junior $10.00 O

* NB: Dual Membership is any two people residing at the same address

PLEASE TICK ONE BOX  –  ONLY FULL MEMBERSHIP ENTITLES YOU TO VOTE

General meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month except January

In the event of me/us becoming members, I/we also undertake to be bound by the Constitution of the Hills
Dog Club Inc. (“the Club”) I/We understand that members & dogs train at their own risk & indemnify and
hereby waive and release the Club its members and workers from any and all  liability for any injury or
damage which I/we, my family, guest or my dog may suffer while on Club grounds or in the Club buildings.
I/we also declare that ALL dogs trained by me/us on this ground hold a valid vaccination certificate from a
registered Veterinarian according to current guidelines.

Signature(s).......................................................................................................Date........................................

OFFICE USE

Membership Fee $ Vac. Cert. Sighted_____________________________

Receipt number______________________________

TOTAL $ Office Staff Signature
21/10/2017

CASH OR

CHEQUE

ONLY



 
HILLS DOG CLUB 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND TROPHY PRESENTATION 

WEDNESDAY APRIL  18 2018 
 

TO BE HELD IN THE CLUB ROOMS HILLS DOG CLUB CASTLE HILL 
SHOWGROUND COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM 

 
AGENDA: 

• Meeting Opened 
• Apologies 
• Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 12.4.2017 
• To receive and adopt the balance sheets and accounts of the Club and the accompanying 

reports thereon; 
• REPORTS:   President 

           Secretary 
           Any other Reports as may be submitted 

• Election Returning Officer 
• Election not less than two [2] scrutineers 
• Elect Office Bearers and Committee  
(d) to receive from the Returning Officer or the Chairman pursuant to Rule 42 the result of the ballot for the election of Office 
Bearers and the Members of the Committee or pursuant to Rule 40, to elect Office Bearers or Members of the Committee; 
• Elect Patrons [maximum 3] 
• Elect an Auditor 
• Any other business written notice of which has been given at least 7 days prior to meeting 

 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING FROM THE HILLS DOG CLUB CONSTITUTION 
 
40. The Office Bearers and the Members of the Committee shall be elected annually at the Annual 
General Meeting and shall take office at the General Meeting held in the month following the 
Annual General Meeting. The Office Bearers will hold office until the next Annual General Meeting. 
 
41. All nomination of Members proposed as Office Bearers or as Members of the Committee may 
be received in writing and/or nominated from the floor at the Annual General Meeting. [11.15] 
 
42. If there be more than the required number of Members nominated for the election to any office, 
an election by ballot shall take place, but if there be only the required number, the Chairman shall 
declare those nominated to be duly elected. 

 

Following the Annual General Meeting the Presentation of Awards for 
2017 will be held 



HILLS DOG CLUB 
 

COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM    2018 
 
 
 
 
 
I HEREBY NOMINATE   …………………………………………………………….      FOR THE  
                                         PLEASE PRINT 
 
POSITION OF                 ………………………………………………. 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE:       ……………………………………………………. 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF PROPOSER:    …………………………………………………….. 
 
 
SIGNATURE OF SECONDER:    ……………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
Completed form to be handed to Secretary, Tiki Friezer or her Nominee Mrs Anne Small at the 
office counter by 8.00 pm Monday April 16, 2018 or posted to the Club Official Address 
PO Box 56 
159 Ridgecrop Drive 
Castle Hill  NSW   2154 
 
NO RESPONSIBILITY OR LIABILITY IS ACCEPTED FOR ANY NOMINATION FORM HANDED 
TO ANY OTHER PERSON OR SENT TO A DIFFERENT ADDRESS 
 
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING IN THE HILLS DOG CLUB CONSTITUTION 
 
16. (a) A Junior Member, Provisional Member, Associate Member, Child Member, Honorary 
Member or Honorary Life Member shall not be entitled to vote or take part in the proceedings of a 
General Meeting and shall not be eligible to hold office, but shall be entitled to exercise all other 
privileges of Membership. 
(b) Provisional Membership shall not entitle a person to be admitted to any other category of 
Membership without approval of the Club’s Members in General Meeting. 

24. There shall be a Committee consisting of the Office Bearers and four (4) but no more than six 
(6) Members plus Publicity Officer, Show Secretary, Trial Secretary, Chief Instructor, and if 
appointed, Assistant Secretary, Assistant Treasurer, Registrar, Ground Equipment Officer, 
Education Officer, and Trophy Stewards. 

37. The Office Bearers of the Club shall be: 
(a) The President 
(b) Two (2) Vice-Presidents 
(c) The Treasurer 
(d) The Secretary 
 
All Office Bearers must be financial members of Dogs NSW   [Reg X 2.6 [a] [b]] 


