
  

  February 2017 

www.hillsdogclub.com 
https://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub 

 
 

John Rogerson 
22nd & 23rd April, 

2017 
Pg. 19 - 21 for more details 

Upcoming Meeting Dates 

 
 8th February 

8th March 
12th April 
10th May 
14th June 

 
 

 
12th July 

9th August 
13th September 

11th October 
8th November 
13th December 

  

Do you want to receive your Howler via email? 

Email: hillshowler@gmail.com 

 
 

 
Resolve to be the person your dog thinks you are... 
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Hills  Dog Club Inc 

2016/2017 Committee 

President: Pauline Hartwell Mb: 0409 906 374 E: hartwyn@bigpond.com.au 

Vice President: Kellie Neville Mb: 0408 027 874 E: neville_200@hotmail.com 

Vice President: David Hutchins Mb: 0412 245 999 E: davidehutchins@ozemail.com.au 

Secretary: Vicki Gresser Ph: 9871 5734 E: vicki.gresser@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Secretary: Deidre O’Brien  Ph: 9654 9171 E: obrien.hamely28@bigpond.com 

Treasurer: Lynne Sheather Ph: 9634 1497 E: lshe4963@bigpond.net.au 

Assistant Treasurer: Janet Power Ph: 9639 9987 E: powerjanet@optusnet.com.au 

Chief Instructor: Dianne Atkins Ph: 9654 3833 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au  

Trial Secretary: Tiki Freizer Mb: 0419 488 493 

Show Secretary: Janet Power Mb: 0419 313 848 

Committee:    Anne Small Mb: 0417 414 877  

Judith Stanley Ph: 9868 5912 

Kathy Cocks Mb: 0411 892 329 

Shirley Tulk Mb: 0417 282 218  

Natalie Conway Mb: 0404 878 940   

Peter Guenther Ph: 9634 6876  

Public Officer: Vicki Gresser Ph: 9871 5734 

Publicity Officer:  Kellie Neville Mb: 0408 027 874 E: hillshowler@gmail.com  

Equipment Officer: Luke Perfect Mb: 0409 118 458 E: alwaysperfect@optusnet.com.au 

Education Officer: Dianne Atkins Ph: 9654 3833 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au  

Registrar: Jody Smith Mb: 0418 169 656 E: jawsmith@bigpond.com 

Auditor: Mr T Newton  

Patron: Mrs Betty Stepkovitch 

Trophy Stewards:  Trial—Kerry Richards and Janice Lyons        Show—Pauline Hartwell and Samantha Ibbott-Cordi 

Club Trophy Steward: Genevieve Young Mb: 0419 161 042 E: genevieve.young@optusnet.com.au  

Life Members: Peter Guenther, *Hazel Baldwin(*deceased), Dianne Atkins, Janet Power, Belvane Parsons,  

Anne Small, Betty Cansdale, Robyn Jones, Janice Lyons, Vicki Gresser, Lynne Sheather                                
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New Year Message from our President... 
 

Happy New Year to Everyone. 

I hope that every member had a great Christmas and New Year, and enjoyed the       

holidays. 

I look forward to seeing you all again, happily training your dogs. 

Many of us will try to keep to our New Year resolutions. I know mine is to walk my dogs 

more often. 

I became so busy during the end of the year that my dogs suffered too, by not having 
their regular walk. It is not possible for a dog to understand 
why he is not getting his/her usual attention, and we must 
remember this. Dogs are creatures of habit, and like a    
routine. I hope that all of you are able to take your dog for a 
walk regularly too. 

 
 

Agenda: 

1 Open Meeting 

2 Apologies 

3 Confirmation of minutes of the previous              

    General Meeting                 

4 Business arising from the minutes 

5 Correspondence 

6 Presidents Report 

 

 

7 Secretary's Report 

8 Treasurer’s Report 

9 New Members 

10 Other Reports: 

 Show Secretary 

 Chief Instructor 

 Trial Secretary 

 Publicity Officer  

11 Sub-Committee Report 
12 Committee Recommendations  
13 General Business 
 

Notice is given of the General Meeting of the Hills Dog Club Inc.  
to be held on  

Wednesday 8th February 2017,  
in the Meeting Rooms, at Castle Hill Showground. 

Commencing at 7:30 p.m.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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- MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE - 

The Hills Howler newsletter is written by members, for members. The views expressed 

here are not necessarily the views of the Hills Dog Club Inc. and the club does not      

accept responsibility for any information, articles or advice published. 

- NOTICE BOARD - 

Leave your dog “on lead” at all times 

unless your instructor requests other-

wise. 

Please bring correct money to training 

for ground fees. 

No thongs or bare feet in classes.  

Closed shoes are preferable and safer. 

Please wear your membership card at 

all times. It makes everyone`s life     

easier! 

All dogs on the training grounds must be 

vaccinated under Club rules. 

Bitches in season are not permitted to  

attend class. You may still come and 

watch, but she may not. 

Yes, training is on when it rains. Bring a 

raincoat and wear boots.  If it is very wet 

we will train under the covered ring. 

All correspondence to: 

The Secretary,  

Hills Dog Club Inc. 

56/159 Ridgecrop Drive, 

Castle Hill  NSW  2154 

FORGOT TO BRING TREATS TO 

TRAINING? 

Don’t worry! We have lamb treats for 

sale at the office for just $5 a bag. 

FOR NOTICE OF CLASS  

CANCELLATION 

In the event of extreme weather  

conditions (heat or rain)  

Go to: 

www.hillsdogclub.com 

OR find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub 

 

Pages updated  

Monday 4pm & Tuesday 8:45am 

  

- FREE MEMBERS BOARD - 

The Club has decided to include a FREE notice board column in the Howler each month 

for club members. This will be a maximum of 3 lines for one (1) month and will be non 

commercial. 

Extreme Weather Policy 

If the temperature reaches 35° or 

higher the Club reserves the right to 

either halt, suspend or cancel     

training.  

http://www.hillsdogclub.com
http://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub
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Hills Dog Club Inc 

TRAINING TIMES 

Monday 7pm  Puppies, Beginners, Graduate & Advanced 

  8pm   Triallers 
 
  Puppy classes are for dogs 12-20 weeks.     NO CLASSES HELD ON PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
 
Tuesday 10.30am All Classes NO TUESDAY CLASSES HELD IN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 
CLUB MEETINGS 
The club meets monthly on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, except January, in the clubhouse. 
Meetings start at 7.30pm. All welcome! Tea and coffee provided. 
Club financial year is 1st January to 31st December. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE     NEWSLETTER 
All Club correspondence or enquires should  Hills Howler is available at the clubhouse on 
be addressed in writing to The Secretary,              training days/nights and online. All 
56/169 Ridgecrop Drive, Castle Hill, NSW, 2154.  members are encouraged to contribute. 
 

GROUND RULES 
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Promotions 
Beginners to Graduate  

Graduate to Advanced  

Advanced to Triallers 

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to and supported the   
2016 Christmas Raffles.  

The amount raised was $462, which was donated via Committee Member 
Natalie Conway to the RSPCA over the Christmas/New Year break. 

 

 

 

 

Julianne James with Sonny the Sheltie  

 

 

Ruth Kelly with Josie the Cavalier  

Suzy Ammon with Sasha the German Shepherd 

 

 

Cathryn Lane with Mack the Golden Retriever  
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“But he’s like my baby…” 
Imagine you are pregnant with your first child. A routine ultrasound scan reveals  severe brachycephalic 

deformities (a shortening of the skull) in your unborn   daughter. Her skull structure means that her airway 

will be narrowed and obstructed and her eyes and face will be incorrectly positioned. She will suffer from 

lifelong breathing difficulties, painful eye and skin conditions, and possible blindness. The common cold 

could kill her and she may need repeated surgeries on her eyes, face and throat. Any significant exertion 

will cause her to collapse from oxygen deprivation, and a minor incident could make her eyes prolapse out 

of their sockets. She will have to stay indoors on warm summer days, and if she wants to have children of 

her own she may not be able to give birth normally. 

 

 

 

This situation would be a tragedy for most parents-to-be, one that they would do  almost anything to avoid. 

Yet people will spend £2000 or more choosing this for their pet dog [4]. The brachycephalic breeds, such 

as Bulldogs and Pugs, are more desirable and fashionable than ever. Cats are not unaffected either- see 

your nearest Persian for details- although they arguably suffer less by virtue of their more sedentary      

lifestyle. So why this different outlook for animals? Although they may have differences in self-awareness 

of their own appearance, their sentience and  capacity to suffer is not in doubt [2]. 

As a veterinary surgeon, I have an obligation to safeguard animal welfare. This was the oath I took on 

graduation. I must treat these dogs, and the pain and suffering inflicted on them by human choices,    

knowing that there are many thousands of healthy but unwanted dogs destroyed each year. It is difficult to 

support the claim that an anatomically deformed pet is a better companion than one with a healthy        

conformation. When I have questioned an owner’s decision to buy an unhealthy dog like this, the near-

universal response is: “I know… but he’s like my baby… “. 
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If he or she was their actual baby, they would probably be crowd funding private health care to pay for what 

was necessary to give them a shot at an enjoyable life. When it comes to their dog, they enjoy the         

validation of friends and family (“ooh she’s just so cute…”), and even sometimes that of veterinary         

professionals, but when it comes to the cost of treating the many problems these animals suffer from, they 

are strangers to reality. It’s well established that neotenization (preferential selection for juvenile           

characteristics) of pets has helped them to be successfully domesticated [1], but has it gone too far? 

Brachycephalic dogs are not the only ones who suffer because of their deliberately selected anatomy. 

Dogs such as Dachshunds and Corgis, with cartilage deficits, do not grow legs in proportion to their body, 

causing spinal disease, pain and arthritis. Shar Peis lack an essential protein which gives their skin      

elasticity- the wrinkles that people find so endearing result in recurrent skin infections, plus painful eye and 

ear conditions. 

There is an important conceptual difference between breeds like this and those who have ‘normal’ anatomy 

but inherited disease. The latter can be bred out. Anatomical disease is unavoidable if it is inherent in a 

preferred “breed standard”. The English Bulldog’s conformation is now so extreme that recent genetic 

analysis showed its gene pool to be beyond help [3]. But you will still see adverts for bulldog pups citing 

“healthy type”. The refusal of the Kennel Club to acknowledge this, despite their empty rhetoric about dog 

welfare, leaves vets with no choice but to do what they can- trying not to offend their clients while also   

pulling off the impossible feat of fulfilling the oath taken on entering the profession. How do you “do the 

best for the animals under your care” when a client wants you to help them breed bulldogs? 

Many dog lovers have simply never considered the ethical issues involved in their choice of pet. They love 

their dog deeply and look after him or her responsibly. They simply aren’t aware, and haven’t thought about 

whether it is morally right to breed and buy dogs who are born with guaranteed negative welfare. Take 

away the cultural tunnel vision, and surely they could find a dog aesthetically desirable without resorting to 

cruelty by anatomy? There is no life without suffering, for anyone, but would they get less pleasure from a 

companion who was at least born with a fighting chance? 

1. Beck, A. M. (2014). The biology of the human-animal bond. Animal Frontiers 4(3): 32-36. 

2. Broom DM (2014). The qualities that make up sentience. In: Sentience and Animal Welfare. Oxfordshire. 

3. Pedersen N.C. et al (2016). Genetic assessment of the English Bulldog. Canine Genetics and Epidemiology 3, 6. 

4. Pets4homes.co.uk (2016). English Bulldog Dogs and Puppies for sale in the UK. [online] Available at  

http://www.pets4homes.co.uk/pets4homes/home.nsf/dogsforsale! [Accessed 02/11/16]. 

http://www.pets4homes.co.uk/pets4homes/home.nsf/dogsforsale
http://www.pets4homes.co.uk/pets4homes/home.nsf/dogsforsale!openform&Breed=English%20Bulldog
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Hills Dog Club Community Page 

https://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub/ 

Click: Like 

Notifications: Follow 

Please Note: All you need is a internet connection to view this page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hills Dog Club Members 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/162308877129471/ 

Click: Ask to Join 

Please Note: Admin will ask to confirm Membership 

Hills Dog Club Webpage 

http://www.hillsdogclub.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162308877129471/
http://www.hillsdogclub.com/
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That Dog Just Peed On Me! 
 
 
 
 
 
There is a difference between the nervous wettings of a new puppy to that of a dog that 

is purposely marking! 
 

Dogs need to urinate to relieve themselves and to mark their territory and pass on their 
scent.  While lifting a leg against a tree is normal, witnessing your dog pee on an         

unsuspecting person can be embarrassing! 

Visit your vet 

First make sure that your vet gives your peeing pet the once over to make sure there is 

no other underlying reason, diabetes, infection etc. 

Neutering 

Your vet may suggest that marking is one of those behaviours neutering may eliminate, 

although it’s not always the case. If your male dog is still intact and there are no         

mitigating circumstances, you might wish to seriously consider having him neutered. 

Your vet may suggest medication for overly stressed animals or “adap” spray to be used 

in the house to relieve stress. 

Other reasons 

Perhaps he is clashing with another dog or cat in the house. When a “pack” is not getting 

along, your dog may urinate in an attempt to establish dominance over the others. 

A new partner/person in the household where the dog is not getting the attention he used 

to get. 

A view out of the house where the dog can see other animals. 

Distraction 

If you know this is an issue with your dog - preventing the behaviour by monitoring and 

distraction will help to change the behaviour. This means you need to watch for tell-tale 

signs that the dog is getting ready to mark, for example sniffing around a person’s feet, 

and moving in to raise his leg, call him with a high pitch happy voice (not a threatening 

voice) and reward him when he comes. 

You can also prevent the behaviour by keeping your dog on a leash and away from new 

people until he is calm and a non-threatening greeting from a distance may be             

preferable. Example: “hello fido” with a reward tossed from the stranger may be a good 

start. 
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You Choose Appropriate Spots 

When you are on your regular walks you should choose when and where the dog is     

going to pee and mark. Most dogs have preferred places they like to pee, so adhering to 

those spots are helpful except it is your choice. 

Example 1.  For instance you may let your dog pee on trees but not let him mark tyres, a 

parked car a street light, letterbox, no matter how interesting it may smell to him.  

Example 2.  Reduce the number of pees on your regular walk. Keep him moving with      

r ewards and focus on your obedience training and not on the peeing. On the way back 

from the walk allow two pees in an appropriate spot. Reward.  

Submissive Weeing 

Ask people/children not to squeal, or make the dog too excited.  It is better for the puppy/

dogs’ self-esteem if the puppy/dog is the one who approaches the person. Ask person to 

ignore the dog.  But keep in mind that even though a dog may sniff a person, that that 

doesn’t always mean that he wants to be touched by, or is comfortable with meeting new 

people.  You should always work with what your dog is comfortable with. 

For dogs who are timid and/or fearful it is very important to work with the dog’s            

confidence. Blending obedience training into the dog’s daily routine will help him gain   

self-esteem. Teaching him tricks and rewarding will boost his confidence.  

Summary 

 

Do Do not 
Reduce the excitement level upon entering the home 

Take your pet outside immediately after you get home with 

little or no fanfare 

 

Appear less threatening when approaching your puppy 

Kneel down 

Turn your body away from your puppy 

Let your puppy approach you 

Stroke your puppy under the chin 

Avert your gaze 

  

Do Something – Get on to this problem as soon as possible 

  

Engage your pet in another activity, such as chasing a ball, 

when submissive urinating is likely to occur 

  

Block view to outside animals 

Punish 

  

Yell or use a stern voice 

  

Use direct eye contact 

  

Lean or reaching over your pet 

  

Pet on top of the head 
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