
  

  March 2017 

www.hillsdogclub.com 
https://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub 

 
 

John Rogerson 
22nd & 23rd April, 

2017 
Pg. 27 for more details 

Upcoming Meeting Dates 

 
8th March 
12th April 
10th May 
14th June 
12th July 

 
 

 
9th August 

13th September 
11th October 
8th November 
13th December 

  

Do you want to receive your Howler via email? 

Email: hillshowler@gmail.com 
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Hills  Dog Club Inc 

2016/2017 Committee 

President: Pauline Hartwell Mb: 0409 906 374 E: hartwyn@bigpond.com.au 

Vice President: Kellie Neville Mb: 0408 027 874 E: neville_200@hotmail.com 

Vice President: VACANT 

Secretary: Vicki Gresser Ph: 9871 5734 E: vicki.gresser@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Secretary: Deidre O’Brien  Ph: 9654 9171 E: obrien.hamely28@bigpond.com 

Treasurer: Lynne Sheather Ph: 9634 1497 E: lshe4963@bigpond.net.au 

Assistant Treasurer: Janet Power Ph: 9639 9987 E: powerjanet@optusnet.com.au 

Chief Instructor: Dianne Atkins Ph: 9654 3833 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au  

Trial Secretary: Tiki Freizer Mb: 0419 488 493 

Show Secretary: Janet Power Mb: 0419 313 848 

Committee:    Anne Small Mb: 0417 414 877  

Judith Stanley Ph: 9868 5912 

Kathy Cocks Mb: 0411 892 329 

Shirley Tulk Mb: 0417 282 218  

Natalie Conway Mb: 0404 878 940   

Peter Guenther Ph: 9634 6876  

Public Officer: Vicki Gresser Ph: 9871 5734 

Publicity Officer:  Kellie Neville Mb: 0408 027 874 E: hillshowler@gmail.com  

Equipment Officer: Luke Perfect Mb: 0409 118 458 E: alwaysperfect@optusnet.com.au 

Education Officer: Dianne Atkins Ph: 9654 3833 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au  

Registrar: Jody Smith Mb: 0418 169 656 E: jawsmith@bigpond.com 

Auditor: Mr T Newton  

Patron: Mrs Betty Stepkovitch 

Trophy Stewards:  Trial—Kerry Richards and Janice Lyons        Show—Pauline Hartwell and Samantha Ibbott-Cordi 

Club Trophy Steward: Genevieve Young Mb: 0419 161 042 E: genevieve.young@optusnet.com.au  

Life Members: Peter Guenther, *Hazel Baldwin(*deceased), Dianne Atkins, Janet Power, Belvane Parsons,  

Anne Small, Betty Cansdale, Robyn Jones, Janice Lyons, Vicki Gresser, Lynne Sheather                                
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Agenda: 

1 Open Meeting 

2 Apologies 

3 Confirmation of minutes of the previous              

    General Meeting                 

4 Business arising from the minutes 

5 Correspondence 

6 Presidents Report 

 

 

7 Secretary's Report 

8 Treasurer’s Report 

9 New Members 

10 Other Reports: 

 Show Secretary 

 Chief Instructor 

 Trial Secretary 

 Publicity Officer  

11 Sub-Committee Report 
12 Committee Recommendations  
13 General Business 
  * Interclub News 
 

Notice is given of the General Meeting of the Hills Dog Club Inc.  
to be held on  

Wednesday 8th March 2017,  
in the Meeting Rooms, at Castle Hill Showground. 

Commencing at 7:30 p.m.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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- MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE - 

The Hills Howler newsletter is written by members, for members. The views expressed 

here are not necessarily the views of the Hills Dog Club Inc. and the club does not      

accept responsibility for any information, articles or advice published. 

- NOTICE BOARD - 

Leave your dog “on lead” at all times 

unless your instructor requests other-

wise. 

Please bring correct money to training 

for ground fees. 

No thongs or bare feet in classes.  

Closed shoes are preferable and safer. 

Please wear your membership card at 

all times. It makes everyone`s life     

easier! 

All dogs on the training grounds must be 

vaccinated under Club rules. 

Bitches in season are not permitted to  

attend class. You may still come and 

watch, but she may not. 

Yes, training is on when it rains. Bring a 

raincoat and wear boots.  If it is very wet 

we will train under the covered ring. 

All correspondence to: 

The Secretary,  

Hills Dog Club Inc. 

56/159 Ridgecrop Drive, 

Castle Hill  NSW  2154 

FORGOT TO BRING TREATS TO 

TRAINING? 

Don’t worry! We have lamb treats for 

sale at the office for just $5 a bag. 

FOR NOTICE OF CLASS  

CANCELLATION 

In the event of extreme weather  

conditions (heat or rain)  

Go to: 

www.hillsdogclub.com 

OR find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub 

 

Pages updated  

Monday 4pm & Tuesday 8:45am 

  

- FREE MEMBERS BOARD - 

The Club has decided to include a FREE notice board column in the Howler each month 

for club members. This will be a maximum of 3 lines for one (1) month and will be non 

commercial. 

Extreme Weather Policy 

If the temperature reaches 35° or 

higher the Club reserves the right to 

either halt, suspend or cancel     

training.  

http://www.hillsdogclub.com
http://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub
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Hills Dog Club Inc 

TRAINING TIMES 

Monday 7pm  Puppies, Beginners, Graduate & Advanced 

  8pm   Triallers 
 
  Puppy classes are for dogs 12-20 weeks.     NO CLASSES HELD ON PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
 
Tuesday 10.30am All Classes NO TUESDAY CLASSES HELD IN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 
CLUB MEETINGS 
The club meets monthly on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, except January, in the clubhouse. 
Meetings start at 7.30pm. All welcome! Tea and coffee provided. 
Club financial year is 1st January to 31st December. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE     NEWSLETTER 
All Club correspondence or enquires should  Hills Howler is available at the clubhouse on 
be addressed in writing to The Secretary,              training days/nights and online. All 
56/169 Ridgecrop Drive, Castle Hill, NSW, 2154.  members are encouraged to contribute. 
 

GROUND RULES 
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Promotions 
Beginners to Graduate  

Graduate to Advanced  

 

 

 

 

 

Carolyn Becker with Pepper the German Shepherd  

Helen Murdoch with Echo the Australian Shepherd 

Adam Wildin with Buddy the Border Collie 

Dave Clark with Clyde the Foxie X 

Jane Carpenter with Henry the Golden Retriever 
 

 

 

Julianne James with Sonny the Shetland Sheepdog  
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Your Dog Knows Who Your Friends Really Are 

 

          

         

 

 

        TOM WHIPPLE 

        The Australian 

        February 8, 2017 

Scientists have shown that dogs recognise unfriendly gestures towards their owners and bear a grudge. 

The experiment, by scientists from Kyoto University, was a test of the extent of dogs’ social cognition. Research has 

shown that children as young as three will take against people who appear to behave unfairly, and the same is true in 

monkeys. In dogs, however, the findings have so far been mixed. 

An experiment in 2011 found that dogs preferred actors who gave food to beggars over those who refused to do so. 

However, the same experiment also showed that they preferred actors who “gave” food to an inanimate box. The   

preference seemed to be based more upon the wanton distribution of treats, and the likelihood that such treats might 

find their way into the dog, than on an innate sense of morality. 

In the latest research, published in the journal Neuroscience & Biobehavioural Reviews, scientists devised a different 

experiment that attempted to overcome this by feeding the dog irrespective of its “moral” choices. 

Fifty-four dogs and their owners were recruited to help the scientists, without being told the purpose of the study. The 

owners were given a container that they had to pretend to struggle to open. After a few seconds they asked an actor in 

the room for help. The actor either assisted them or turned away. 

Finally, the actor and a neutral person held out a treat simultaneously. Whichever proffered hand the dog chose first 

was deemed to be their preferred person. If the dogs had seen the actor be helpful they tended to take the treat from 

them. If they had seen the actor be unhelpful, they tended to choose the neutral person. 

The scientists described the ability to judge someone based on observed behaviour — rather than their own           

interactions with that person — as “social eavesdropping”. They said that the fact dogs could do this showed they had 

“highly developed social competence” and a “core morality” similar to that found in humans. 

It could be that this skill evolved among wolves, which live in highly social packs. It is also possible that the reason 

dogs appear to have human morality is precisely because of humans and the 15,000 years over which they have been 

bred for skills that include sensitivity to human emotions. 

Whatever the reason for it, the researchers said that the dogs’ behaviour showed sophisticated intelligence. “Pet dogs 

are not merely passive observers of other individuals’ interactions,” they wrote. “Instead, in some circumstances at 

least, they pay attention to the outcome of the interaction, evaluate how the actors behave, and make use of that    

information in reaching a decision about which individuals to interact with or to avoid.” 

They acknowledged that they had yet to show whether it was a general skill or one relevant only when the dog’s owner 

was involved. “Attachments between dogs and their owners can be strong, and the former may be particularly sensitive 

to how other people treat the latter,” they wrote. Either way, if you notice that your dog dislikes your new partner it may 

be more than mere jealousy. Pay attention to your dog: man’s best friend knows who your best friends really are. 

The Times 

Your dog is judging your friends. It is sitting there, spotting who doesn’t get the rounds in, noting who  

forgets your birthday — and remembering. 
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Concerns Wet Year Has Intensified Parvovirus Risk In  

Central West NSW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are fears a wet year in central west New South Wales has exacerbated the 
risk of parvovirus among dogs, with dozens of canines having to be euthanased in 

recent weeks. 

Parvovirus has a fatality rate of up to 80 per cent in young dogs and puppies, and    
symptoms include watery diarrhoea, vomiting, and lethargy. 

Wagga Wagga and Tamworth are two areas in Australia that have been recently        
considered hotspots for the potentially deadly virus. 

But several central west veterinarians have told the ABC the figures do not give an      
accurate picture, as the high workload of rural practices has meant they have not been 

able to upload all cases of the virus onto the national surveillance system, Disease 
Watchdog. 

 

ABC Central West  

By Gavin Coote  

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-12-23/nsw-regions-hot-spots-for-parvovirus/8145418
http://www.abc.net.au/centralwest/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/abc-local/gavin-coote/7487088
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A Cowra veterinarian said they had attended to about 100 cases of parvovirus in the past 
four months, many of which have had to be put down. 

The vet also told the ABC the practice has had to euthanase around 20 dogs at the clinic. 

Many of the region's vets have put the rise down to a wet season, because the virus is 
able to stay in the environment for months in moist conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Vaccination The Only Protection: Vets 

Forbes veterinary nurse Elle Barry said the wet and recently hot weather meant           
unvaccinated dogs were at serious risk. 

She said while it was most common for young dogs to contract the virus, she has also 
been attending to older canines that did not have their vaccination up to date. 

"A lot of people think that because their dogs don't go anywhere that they don't need to 
vaccinate, but parvo can be carried on your shoes or on your clothes," Ms Barry said. 

"You may not be in contact but somebody else who comes to your property may have 
been in contact with parvovirus. 

"The change in the weather has a lot to do with when parvo flares up." 

Orange veterinarian Genevieve Payne said two dogs were currently in isolation at her 
clinic and there were about another 20 cases of parvovirus in the past month. 

She said vaccination against the virus was the only protection. 

"We were always expecting the first few parvo cases to come in, but it's certainly been 
significantly hotter over the last few weeks and I think we've seen, well we've got two 

dogs in at the moment, so we certainly have seen a bit of a spike as it's been a bit      
hotter," she said. 
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JUST A DOG 
From time to time, people tell me, "lighten up, it's just a dog," or "that's a lot of money for 

just a dog." 

They don't understand the distance travelled, the time spent, or the costs involved for 
"just a dog." 

Some of my proudest moments have come about with "just a dog." 

Many hours have passed and my only company was "just a dog," but I did not once feel 
slighted. 

Some of my saddest moments have been brought about by "just a dog," and in those 
days of darkness, the gentle touch of "just a dog" gave me comfort and reason to      

overcome the day. 

If you, too, think it's "just a dog," then you probably understand phrases like "just a 
friend," "just a sunrise," or "just a promise." 

"Just a dog" brings into my life the very essence of friendship, trust, and pure unbridled 
joy. "Just a dog" brings out the compassion and patience that make me a better person. 
Because of "just a dog" I will rise early, take long walks and look longingly to the future. 

So for me and folks like me, it's not "just a dog" but an embodiment of all the hopes and 
dreams of the future, the fond memories of the past, and the pure joy of the moment. 

"Just a dog" brings out what's good in me and diverts my thoughts away from myself and 
the worries of the day. 

I hope that someday they can understand that its' not "just a dog" but the thing that gives 
me humanity and keeps me from being "just a man" or "just a woman." 

So the next time you hear the phrase "just a dog," just smile, because they "just don't  
understand." 

~Unknown Author~ 
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Hills Dog Club Community Page 

https://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub/ 

Click: Like 

Notifications: Follow 

Please Note: All you need is a internet connection to view this page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hills Dog Club Members 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/162308877129471/ 

Click: Ask to Join 

Please Note: Admin will ask to confirm Membership 

Hills Dog Club Webpage 

http://www.hillsdogclub.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162308877129471/
http://www.hillsdogclub.com/
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Law and Pets 

That dog is going to fall out the car window AHHHH! 

Recently while driving through Parramatta I saw a Malamute with his head and 

front legs hanging outside of the car in front of me. It was awful to watch, scary, 

sickening - the dog pranced from one side to the other side of the car repeating the 

behaviour! I beeped the horn several times however the driver clearly did not care! 

This was a disaster waiting to happen for the dog, the owner and people having to 

witness it and could also cause financial loss of licence, big fines and even JAIL!!   

Did you know the RSPCA statistics reveal roughly 5000 dogs each year are injured 

or killed in Australia as a result of falling from a moving vehicle? 

So read the rules! 

The Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) advises that police can fine a driver and 
issue demerit points if an animal is causing the driver to be not in full control of 
the vehicle, or if they are driving with a dog on their lap. The penalties are three  

demerit points and $425 (more in a school zone). 

A driver must not drive with an animal in the driver’s lap. 

Animals should be seated or housed in an appropriate area of the         

vehicle. 

Dogs on utes should be restrained either via a tether or cage, so that the 

dog cannot fall off or be injured when the vehicle moves. 

A motor cycle rider must not ride with an animal between the handlebars 

and the rider. 

A driver, motorcycle rider, bicycle rider or passenger must not lead an 

animal, while the vehicle is moving. 

The RSPCA can also issue fines under The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act.   
If an animal is injured because it was unrestrained, owners face up to six months’ 
jail and fines of up to $5,500. Carrying dogs untethered on the backs of utes can 

land drivers with fines of $500. 

 

 

 

Properly restrained dogs cannot move around inside the vehicle and will therefore 

reduce distraction to the driver.                                                                                                                                                                                        

https://dogculture.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/LoadUp2.jpg
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In a crash or under heavy braking a properly restrained dog is less likely to         
become airborne, decreasing the risk of serious injury to the dog, the driver and 

other passengers, or other vehicles. 

Restraining your dog prevents it from jumping out of the car’s window or from the 

back of a ute/truck which could cause injury to the dog and other road users. 

WHAT OPTIONS DO I HAVE? 

 

CAR HARNESSES secure your dog by either linking to the seat belt system or    

using a seat belt attachment. 

https://dogculture.com.au/product-category/car-safety/ 

Measure your dog correctly and buy a harness of the right size to ensure    

comfort and security. Ensure that you fit the harness correctly.  

Please do not allow your pets to travel on the front passenger seat if your car is 
fitted with airbags as this could be fatal for your pet in an accident. We also       
recommend that seat belt attachments be used with harnesses rather than          

attaching directly to your dog’s collar. 

Hammock seat cover or front seat barrier. 

https://dogculture.com.au/product-category/car-seat-interior-protectors  

These can be used to restrict access to the front seats and in combination with 

the harness and seat belt attachment for extra safety. 

Dogs can travel in the open cargo area of a wagon type vehicle behind a cargo  
barrier or in travelling crates and containers. Make sure your pet has enough room 
to sit, stand, turn around easily and lie down in a comfortable position. You should 

also ensure that there is enough ventilation and airflow. 

Crates can also be fixed in the back seat with the seat belt. 

 

Do the right thing and restrain your dog securely on every trip in the car. 

 

References – Dog Culture.com.au & Roads and Maritime Services NSW  

https://dogculture.com.au/product-category/car-safety/
https://dogculture.com.au/product-category/car-safety/
https://dogculture.com.au/product-category/car-seat-interior-protectors
https://dogculture.com.au/product-category/cargo-area-protectors-barriers/
https://dogculture.com.au/product/portable-pet-travel-crate/
https://dogculture.com.au/product-category/cargo-area-protectors-barriers/
https://dogculture.com.au/product/portable-pet-travel-crate/
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Pets and Your Will  
Pets are often considered a part of the family, so you need to make sure your pet 
is taken care of. Some options you can specify in your Will to protect your pet    
include leaving a sum of money to an animal charity with a legacy program,        
organising a Testamentary Trust that allows you to appoint a trusted carer to    
provide physical care for your pet or you may also want to provide a gift of a sum 
of money in your Will to a friend or family member so they can look after your pet. 
 

Can I include my pet in my will? 
 
You can provide for your pet in your will to ensure they are taken care of. 
 You can: 
• Leave money to an animal charity with a legacy program  
• Set up a trust that allows you to appoint a trusted carer to care for your pet, OR 
• Leave money in your will to a friend or family member so they can look after your 
pet 
 

 
 

Think about all the options available and which would suit your needs for your pet 
best. 
Your pets & your will is a guide to making sure your pet is cared for after you have 
died. Download this publication at www.tag.nsw.gov.au under Wills>Pets and Your 
Will or have a copy sent to you by calling NSW Trustee & Guardian on 1300 364 
103.  

http://www.tag.nsw.gov.au/pets-and-your-will.html 
 
The Companion Animal Law Guide gives an overview of the day-to-day legal       
issues for pets and pet owners in NSW. It covers the law about barking dogs,      
injuries caused to and by dogs, general requirements for pet ownership, and other 
issues. 

Download the guide at www.lawsociety.com.au 
 

Keeping Pets in Strata Schemes is a free guide to help tenants, agents 

and owners understand the laws in NSW about keeping pets in strata schemes.   
 

       You can download and print this guide at www.lawsociety.com.au 
 

 

http://www.tag.nsw.gov.au
http://www.tag.nsw.gov.au/pets-and-your-will.html
http://www.lawsociety.com.au
http://www.lawsociety.com.au
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Costs of Desexing Animals    

                
Desexed Animals Are: 

 Less prone to wander, fight, and are less likely to get lost or injured. 

 Less likely to suffer from anti-social behaviours. They become more                

affectionate and become better companions. 

 Less likely to display territorial behaviour such as spraying indoors. 

 There is no need to find homes for unwanted or unexpected litters of   

puppies or kittens. 

 There is reduced risk of getting cancer or other diseases of the                

reproductive organs. 

 Generally live longer and healthier lives. 

If you are a pensioner or are on a low income and can’t afford to have your pet   
desexed, the National Desexing Network can help you find a vet in your area who 
will do it at a reduced fee.  

 
Apply online at www.ndn.org.au   or by calling 1300 368 992 

 

Pets of Older Persons 
 
POOPS helps people 65 or older with their pets in times of crisis. It provides     
temporary boarding for pets if you need medical treatment, respite or other         
assistance. It also offers veterinary treatment, help with pet grooming and basic 
pet care. 

To find out more phone 02 9782 4408 or visit www.rspcansw.org.au 
 

 
 

Prepared By: Narelle Brown; Puppy 1 Instructor 

http://www.ndn.org.au
http://www.rspcansw.org.au
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 Please Note: The Presentation of the 2015 Title Trophies and Service Awards took 
place following the Election. These were printed in the May 2016 Edition of the 

Howler. 
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NOTICE IS GIVEN 

 

Hills Dog Club Inc. 

Annual General Meeting 

12th April, 2017 

Agenda 

 

1. Open Meeting 

2. Apologies 

3. Minutes of the 2016 Annual General Meeting 

4. Financial Statement 

5. President’s Report 

6. Secretary’s Report 

7. Chief Instructor’s Report 

8. President to declare all positions vacant 

9. Election of Returning Officer & Scrutineers 

10. President to vacate chair, hand meeting over to returning officer 

11. Returning officer reads nominations received & calls for nominations for vacant  

positions 

12. Election of Office Bearers 

13. Nominations & Elections of Patrons 

14. Nomination & Election of Auditor 

15. Trophy Presentation by President 

16. Close Meeting 

 

Please Note: ALL COMMITTEE POSITIONS are declared vacant and 

Hills Dog Club Inc welcomes Members nominations.  

Nomination forms for all Committee positions can be found on pg. 26 

of this month’s Howler. 
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Hills  Dog Club Inc 

2017 Committee 

President: VACANT 

Vice President: VACANT                         

Vice President: VACANT                                

Secretary: VACANT 

Assistant Secretary: VACANT 

Treasurer: VACANT 

Assistant Treasurer: VACANT 

Chief Instructor: VACANT   

Trial Secretary: VACANT 

Show Secretary: VACANT 

Committee:     

1. VACANT 

2. VACANT 

3. VACANT 

4. VACANT 

5. VACANT 

6. VACANT 

Public Officer: VACANT   A Manual containing Position Descriptions can be found at the Club Office 

Publicity Officer: VACANT 

Equipment Officer: VACANT 

Education Officer: VACANT 

Registrar: VACANT 

Auditor: VACANT 

Patron: VACANT 

Trophy Stewards:   

Trial - 1.  VACANT  2. VACANT                              

Show –1. VACANT  2. VACANT 

Club Trophy Steward: VACANT 

Life Members: Peter Guenther, *Hazel Baldwin(*deceased), Dianne Atkins, Janet Power, Belvane Parsons,  

Anne Small, Betty Cansdale, Robyn Jones, Janice Lyons, Vicki Gresser, Lynne Sheather                                

ALL POSITION ARE DECLARED VACANT -  

NOMINATIONS WELCOMED 
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