
  

  May 2017 

www.hillsdogclub.com 
https://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub 

REMINDER: 

Obedience and  

Rally-Obedience Trial 

Saturday 13th May, 2017 

Upcoming Meeting Dates 

 
10th May 
14th June 
12th July 

9th August 
 

 
13th September 

11th October 
8th November 
13th December 

  

Do you want to receive your Howler via email? 

Email: hillshowler@gmail.com 
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Hills  Dog Club Inc 

2017 Committee 

President: Pauline Hartwell Mb: 0409 906 374 E: hartwynoes@bigpond.com  

Vice President: Kellie Neville Mb: 0408 027 874 E: neville_200@hotmail.com 

Vice President: VACANT 

Secretary: Vicki Gresser Ph: 9871 5734 E: vicki.gresser@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Secretary: Deidre O’Brien  Ph: 9654 9171 E: obrien.hamely28@bigpond.com 

Treasurer: Lynne Sheather Ph: 9634 1497 E: lshe4963@bigpond.net.au 

Assistant Treasurer: Janet Power Ph: 9639 9987 E: powerjanet@optusnet.com.au 

Chief Instructor: Dianne Atkins Ph: 9654 3833 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au  

Trial Secretary: Tiki Freizer Mb: 0419 488 493 

Show Secretary: Janet Power Mb: 0419 313 848 

Committee:    Anne Small Mb: 0417 414 877  

Judith Stanley Ph: 9868 5912 

Kathy Cocks Mb: 0411 892 329 

Shirley Tulk Mb: 0417 282 218  

Natalie Conway Mb: 0404 878 940   

Peter Guenther Ph: 9634 6876  

Public Officer: Vicki Gresser Ph: 9871 5734 

Publicity Officer:  Kellie Neville Mb: 0408 027 874 E: hillshowler@gmail.com  

Equipment Officer: Luke Perfect Mb: 0409 118 458 E: alwaysperfect@optusnet.com.au 

Education Officer: Dianne Atkins Ph: 9654 3833 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au  

Registrar: Jody Smith Mb: 0418 169 656 E: jawsmith@bigpond.com 

Auditor: Mr T Newton  

Patron: Mrs Betty Stepkovitch 

Trophy Stewards:  Trial—Kerry Richards and Janice Lyons        Show—Pauline Hartwell and Samantha Ibbott-Cordi 

Club Trophy Steward: Genevieve Young Mb: 0419 161 042 E: genevieve.young@optusnet.com.au  

Life Members: Peter Guenther, *Hazel Baldwin(*deceased), Dianne Atkins, Janet Power, Belvane Parsons,  

Anne Small, Betty Cansdale, Robyn Jones, Janice Lyons, Vicki Gresser, Lynne Sheather                                
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INTERCLUB 2017 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When: Saturday 29th July, 2017 
Its a great club day out against other club’s which is an event held each year.  

We need dogs in CCD, Novice, Open and UD.  

If you are unsure what class you can compete in or whether you are able too, please come and see Vicki 
at the club on Mondays or Tuesdays for more information.  

Its a fun day and handlers and dogs do every exercise in their class including stays whether they pass or 
not.  

We consider this a fun day out for all so if you are interested come and see us. 
Vicki Gresser 

Agenda: 

1 Open Meeting 

2 Apologies 

3 Confirmation of minutes of the previous              

    General Meeting                 

4 Business arising from the minutes 

5 Correspondence 

6 Breed Show Judges Election 2018                  

7 Presidents Report 

8 Secretary's Report 

 

9 Treasurer’s Report 

10 New Members 

11 Other Reports: 

 Show Secretary 

 Chief Instructor 

 Trial Secretary 

 Publicity Officer  

12 Sub-Committee Report 
13 Committee Recommendations  
14 General Business 
   
 

Notice is given of the General Meeting of the Hills Dog Club Inc.  
to be held on  

Wednesday 10th May 2017,  
in the Meeting Rooms, at Castle Hill Showground. 

Starting at 7.30pm.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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- MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE - 

The Hills Howler newsletter is written by members, for members. The views expressed 

here are not necessarily the views of the Hills Dog Club Inc. and the club does not      

accept responsibility for any information, articles or advice published. 

- NOTICE BOARD - 

Leave your dog “on lead” at all times 

unless your instructor requests other-

wise. 

Please bring correct money to training 

for ground fees. 

No thongs or bare feet in classes.  

Closed shoes are preferable and safer. 

Please wear your membership card at 

all times. It makes everyone`s life     

easier! 

All dogs on the training grounds must be 

vaccinated under Club rules. 

Bitches in season are not permitted to  

attend class. You may still come and 

watch, but she may not. 

Yes, training is on when it rains. Bring a 

raincoat and wear boots.  If it is very wet 

we will train under the covered ring. 

All correspondence to: 

The Secretary,  

Hills Dog Club Inc. 

56/159 Ridgecrop Drive, 

Castle Hill  NSW  2154 

FORGOT TO BRING TREATS TO 

TRAINING? 

Don’t worry! We have lamb treats for 

sale at the office for just $5 a bag. 

FOR NOTICE OF CLASS  

CANCELLATION 

In the event of extreme weather  

conditions (heat or rain)  

Go to: 

www.hillsdogclub.com 

OR find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub 

 

Pages updated  

Monday 4pm & Tuesday 8:45am 

  

- FREE MEMBERS BOARD - 

The Club has decided to include a FREE notice board column in the Howler each month 

for club members. This will be a maximum of 3 lines for one (1) month and will be non 

commercial. 

Extreme Weather Policy 

If the temperature reaches 35° or 

higher the Club reserves the right to 

either halt, suspend or cancel     

training.  

http://www.hillsdogclub.com
http://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub
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Hills Dog Club Inc 

TRAINING TIMES 

Monday 7pm  Puppies, Beginners, Graduate & Advanced 

  8pm   Triallers 
 
  Puppy classes are for dogs 12-20 weeks.     NO CLASSES HELD ON PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
 
Tuesday 10.30am All Classes NO TUESDAY CLASSES HELD IN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 
CLUB MEETINGS 
The club meets monthly on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, except January, in the clubhouse. 
Meetings start at 7.30pm. All welcome! Tea and coffee provided. 
Club financial year is 1st January to 31st December. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE     NEWSLETTER 
All Club correspondence or enquires should  Hills Howler is available at the clubhouse on 
be addressed in writing to The Secretary,              training days/nights and online. All 
56/169 Ridgecrop Drive, Castle Hill, NSW, 2154.  members are encouraged to contribute. 
 

GROUND RULES 
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Promotions 
Beginners to Graduate  

Graduate to Advanced  

  

 

 

 

Elizabeth Kaine with Annie the Cattle X 

 

 

Helen and Sue Murdoch with Echo the Australian Shepherd 

Colin Richardson with Georgia the Labrador Retriever  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hills Dog Club Inc is searching for a...  

Secretary and Assistant Secretary  
to stand for the next term. 

Please enquire within if you would like to help. 
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Hills Dog Club Inc 

Obedience AND Rally-O Trial 

When: Saturday May 13th, 2017 

Where: Castle Hill Showground 

Start Time:  Obedience @ 9am 

       Rally-O @ 1pm 

Volunteers Needed 

Please contact Tiki Friezer on: 

bondsmum@bigpond.com 

We will also have Not Your Average Dog and Pets on the Park 

on the day to purchase goodies. 



8 

'EXTINCT' MOUNTAIN DOGS REDISCOVERED  

IN THE WILD 

         BY ALEXANDRA E. PETRI 03 APRIL 2017  

Unseen for more than 50 years, the New Guinea highland wild dog has 

at last been confirmed in its natural island habitat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scientists are crooning over new pictures that confirm the survival of the New Guinea   
highland wild dog, which until now was feared to be extinct in its natural habitat on the 

South Pacif ic island.  

Thought to be among the rarest species of canine, the highland wild dogs are either the 
same as or close relatives of the famous singing dogs of New Guinea, which exist only in 

captivity.  

More than a hundred camera-trap pictures taken in 2016 show at least 15 wild individuals, 
including males, females, and pups. Though they are most commonly a golden colour, some 

of the dogs are cream, ginger, roan, or black, with different markings and patterning's.  

DNA evidence suggests that the New Guinea highland wild dog is among the most primitive 
canines alive today, and it may be a key ancestor of domesticated dogs.   

"The discovery and confirmation of the [highland wild dog] for the first time in over half a 
century is not only excit ing but an incredible opportunity for science," the  New Guinea  

Highland Wild Dog Foundation (NGHWDF) says on its website.  

LIVING THE HIGH LIFE 

Previous reports in 2005 and 2012 suggested the dogs were sti ll  living in their highland 
homes, but neither was considered to be solid, conclusive evidence.  

Luck came in 2016, when zoologist James K. McIntyre led a group of NGHWDF researchers 
on an expedition to the Papua Province. There, they came across researchers from the  

University of Papua, who were also eager to discover signs of the dog’s existence.  

The tr ip delivered some promising init ial evidence: a muddy paw print.  

Together, the university team and the NGHWDF deployed camera traps throughout the   
forests of the New Guinea highlands, roughly between 11,000 and 14,000 feet above sea 

level.  

The trail cameras that they set up recorded more than 140 images of the dogs in just two 
days on the mountain summit of Puncak Jaya.  

In addition to photographic evidence of these rare canines, the researchers observed the 
dogs first-hand and collected scat samples, which will help scientists better understand the 

animal’s modern lifestyle and rich history.  

 

WATCH: ANCIENT WILD DOG POPULATION FEARED EXTINCT, NOW CAPTURED ON CAMERA  

video.nationalgeographic.com/video/news/170330-new-guinea-highland-wild-dog-vin 

http://newguinea-singing-dog-conservation.org/Tidbits/AusMamPap.pdf
http://www.nghwdf.org/hwds
http://www.nghwdf.org/hwds
video.nationalgeographic.com/video/news/170330-new-guinea-highland-wild-dog-vin
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Hills Dog Club Community Page 

https://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub/ 

Click: Like 

Notifications: Follow 

Please Note: All you need is a internet connection to view this page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hills Dog Club Members 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/162308877129471/ 

Click: Ask to Join 

Please Note: Admin will ask to confirm Membership 

Hills Dog Club Webpage 

http://www.hillsdogclub.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/162308877129471/
http://www.hillsdogclub.com/
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John Gray: Unfair Transaction 

 
POSTED: 08/13/14 

 

Monday’s are always busiest at the local veterinarian’s office and this day was no exception. 
People bringing in pets that got sick over the weekend or picking them up from boarding after 
spending a few days away. That’s why I was there, to get my dog Max after leaving him for a 
couple of days. They bathe him and clip his nails so the guilt I naturally feel leaving him with 
strangers is replaced by a lie I tell myself that it’s more of a “spa” experience for him, not a   

weekend in jail. 

 

As I waited for my dog I looked around the room and saw all manner of pets with their owners, 
cats, dogs, big, small; most silent but a few making enough noise to wake the dead. It was easy 
to miss him at first, this older man, standing quiet as a church mouse on a Wednesday morning, 

patiently waiting his turn. Eventually when they called him over he moved gingerly toward the 
counter with no animal in tow. “Picking up?” the woman asked, assuming his pet must be    

somewhere behind one of the many closed doors. “No”, he whispered, “I’m here for my pet’s   
remains.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The woman’s expression changed as she grasped the gravity of the situation and she turned and 
disappeared behind some file cabinets. She quickly returned with a pretty bag with tissue paper 
peeking out of the top. I thought to myself, thank God they didn’t just hand him a plastic zip lock 
bag with the ashes, at least this was a nicer way to do it. “I’m sorry,” she said sincerely as she 

held out all that was left of what I could tell must have been a wonderful friend to this gentleman. 
It was then I noticed his hands, weathered and wrinkled and shaking a bit as they reached out for 

the bag with obvious hesitation. I thought to myself he doesn’t want to take it but he knows he 
has to. He’s thinking, “if I take possession of these ashes then this is real and he’s truly gone.” 

 

As he turned to go he raised his voice so all could hear, saying to no one in particular, “We just 
miss him so much already.” I think every heart broke a little in that waiting room and I suspect the 

people holding their own pets squeezed the leash a little tighter. 
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We do love our pets don’t we? For a child they are often the first friend, heck, the best friend 

they’ll ever have. They certainly spend more time with us than our human friends and unlike   

people they don’t disappoint you. They are loyal and forgiving and no matter what mistakes you 

make toward them or the outside world they only have one purpose, to love you. Sometimes I 

think they are even psychic. Whether you are physically ill or your mind is troubled by things that 

you can’t quite control, that dog or cat you love seems to sense it and pick just the right moment 

to climb in your lap or ask for a walk. It’s as if they are saying, “Come on, let’s go, it will be OK. I 

promise. Whatever is going on just remember I love you.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s such an unfair transaction this relationship we have with our pets. For starters, we can never 
give them back what they give to us. A dish of food and water and the occasional pat on the head 
doesn’t come close to settling the ledger for the years of unconditional love they give. Then there 

is this need to leave us so soon. Just when we let them in and love them with all our heart the 
world takes them away. Why can’t dogs and cats live to be 50? Is that so much to ask? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I write these words in my study at home my dog Max is sleeping at my feet. That’s where he 
insists on being as I write. I think the clicking of the keys soothes him in some way. He doesn’t 
know I’m writing about him today and all the other animals we are lucky enough to bring home. 
God, how we love them. From the moment we pick them up to that last day when we lay them 

down we know this is a love story that will not have a happy ending but we open ourselves up to 
it for all those days in between. We trade the pain for the love they give. The day we say goodbye 
it feels like a terrible bargain but in time we know we are the better for having known them. And 

given a chance to go back and do it again, we gladly would. 

When I was little I once asked my father if our pets go to heaven. He smiled and said, “It wouldn’t 
be heaven if they weren’t there, now would it?” No it would not. 

John Gray is a news anchor on WXXA-Fox TV 23 and ABC’S WTEN News Channel 10.           
His column is published Wednesdays in The Record and Saratogian.  
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Law - Strata buildings and Pets  

It is up to each strata scheme, through the owner’s corporation that all owners belong to, to decide which 
updates they want to make to their by-laws, if any. So, the owners decide if they wish to keep or change 

their existing pet rule. 

To change a by-law, the owner’s corporation needs to pass a special resolution (ie. 75% of the owners at a 
meeting being in favour).  

There are model by-laws, which are a guide for strata schemes only. These provide options, including rules 
on pets, for strata schemes to consider. Owners are always allowed to have assistance animals, such as 

guide dogs. 

Tenants still need the landlord’s permission (although, the landlord cannot accept a pet if their strata 
scheme does not allow the pet). 

 

 

 

 

Pets and Model by Laws 

The model by-laws provide owners corporations with options to control whether pets are allowed, and on 
what terms. Owners can adopt a model by-law as their own or make their own by-law. 

For example, the owner’s corporation may choose to have a by-law which: 

bans pets on the property altogether (other than assistance animals)  

allows owners to keep a pet and simply provide 14 days notice from when the pet has started living on the 
lot owner's property, or  

allows a pet with the written permission of the owners corporation. This particular model by-law states that 
the owners corporation cannot unreasonably refuse the request. If they do refuse, they must give the 

owner written reasons outlining why the pet is not being permitted.  

In all cases if pets are allowed, the lot owner must still supervise their pet, clean any common property that 
is soiled, and ensure their pet is not noisy or negatively impacting on other residents. 

Even if a strata scheme allows pets, a tenant always needs their landlord’s permission first. 

 

 

 

 

Assistance Animals  

The law prohibits any by-law that prevents someone using a trained and certified assistance animal, even if 
the by-laws prohibit other pets on the scheme. A by-law seeking to prevent assistance animals cannot be 

enforced by the owners corporation.  

For more information, read the Guide dogs and other assistance animals page on the Fair Trading website. 
www.nswfairtrading.nsw.gov.au  

Provided by: Narelle Brown (Instructor Puppy 1 Instructor) 

http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/sites/ftw/Tenants_and_home_owners/Strata_schemes/Bylaws_for_your_strata_scheme/Guide_dogs_and_other_assistance_animals.page
http://www.nswfairtrading.nsw.gov.au
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