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The mission of Hills Dog Club Inc. is to enhance the human-dog relationship though
training, education and the promotion of good breeding practices within our community.

www.hillsdogclub.com    
www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub

H   wler
November  2019

Above , main photo: Our wonderful new 
Instructors - freshly graduated after a year of 
lectures, projects and homework!  Well done all.

Above: How beautiful (and delicious) was that 
cake? Those of us who attended the dinner can 
attest to that.

Right: One of the perks of working for the club; 
you get to meet new puppies every week, and 
sometimes like Janet here, you get to cuddle 
them too.  That is Susan Turner's puppy, Tig.
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Important Dates. 

General meetings: 2019:  
13 Nov,      11 Dec. 

11 & 12 November :  HDC K9 Companion 
Assessments

29th November (yes, on a Friday) 
Presentation by Steve Austin see page 16

Mon. 9th and Tue. 10th December   Last 
training days for 2019.

3 Feb. 2020 Training resumes!

EDITOR'S NOTE. 

Dear readers,

Join us in celebrating the graduation 
of our newest class of instructors! 
These 13 dedicated members on 
our cover page have completed our 
12-month Instructor’s Course and will 
don their Hills shirt and badge this 
week as fully-fledged instructors. We 
are so glad to have them on board to 
share more dog training insights with 
you all.

Speaking of people with skills, did you 
know that a dog who’s just met you 
knows if you’ve had a smoke or just 
gone for a run? Can dogs read minds? 
Not exactly. But that cold, wet thing on 
the end of their muzzle is incredibly 
powerful. Check out What the Nose 
Knows on page 5  - some of it might 
surprise you!

When you’re left wondering if dogs 
can really smell that chocolate bar 
you ate two hours ago, come along to 
detection dog trainer Steve Austin’s 
talk on 29 Nov to see those amazing 
noses in action! He will bring trained 
detection dogs that are using those 
sniffing powers to find endangered 
species, illegal poachers and even 
leaky pipes! Details page 16.

We know some of you are already 
starting your Christmas shopping, so 
we asked puppy instructor Narelle for 

some suggestions of size-appropriate 
toys to make sure every pooch 
stays safe (page 11). Editor Tony’s 
experience of a doggy visitor made 
us laugh (page 17) and graduate 
instructor Michelle shares her review 
of an inspiring novel about NSW 
police dog handler Steve Warburton 
on page 15.

Happy reading!

Ellen, Editor

Editors
Ellen Mok, Tony Vink 
Graphic Designer 
Tony Vink
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PROMOTIONS - OCTOBER 2019

Beginners to Graduate
 ☞ Jess Tully with Sky the Border Collie
 ☞ Lea-Ann Laughton with Archie the Labrador

Graduate to Advanced
 ☞ Sarah Gusach with Ferris Bueller the Border Collie
 ☞ Ann Turner with Rafiki the Border Collie
 ☞ Deddie Romer with Zoe the Border Collie
 ☞ Jennifer Hayes with Lewis the King Charles 

Cavalier 

Ann with RafikiDebbie and Zoe

Jennifer with Lewis

Lea-Ann and Archie with Jess and Sky Sarah with Ferris Bueller
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LIVING DOWNUNDER 
IN OR NEAR A BUSHFIRE 
AREA 
By Sue Hincks 

HOUSEHOLD PETS…If a bushfire 
plan is not thought about or one 
which includes our pets, very 
emotional last minute decisions are 
often made which are not always 
the wisest. Please take time to 
think about what you are going to 
do with your pets in the case that 
fire threatens.

The conditions on firegrounds has 
been quite difficult with our lack 
of rainfall across the state, and 
any increase of wind speed makes 
it even more unpredictable. You 
may have time to relocate, however 
there have been many areas that 
have been impacted by fire very 
suddenly and the only safe area is 
to take shelter in your home.  

Please read the info on the Rural 
Fire Service website on making 
your fire plan, download the Fires 
Near Me app and sit down with 
your family members and consider 
what you will all do.

Even if your plan is to go… please 
consider a plan “B”, in case it 
happens too quickly for it to be 
safe to leave. Remember, fires can 
“spot” several kilometres ahead, or 
a lightning strike or other source 
may start a fire close to you.

At Hills Dog Training Club, you are 
taught to train your dogs to a great 
level of control. However, all animals 
might respond differently when a fire 
situation, flashing lights and sirens, 
smoke and your own heightened 
anxiety is obvious. Please consider 
this, look at having a safe area of 
containment for your pets, eg. travel 
cages inside the house, leads, collars, 
medication, water, food and bowls etc 
handy. If you are in a high fire danger 
area, a contact list of people who could 
take your pets safely till the danger 

has passed is also a consideration. 
From experience, in 2001, we had 
all our animals either relocated or 
caged safely where we could grab 
them instantly if necessary.  This left 
us with the ability of being able to 
defend our home without the anxiety 
of opening a door to find a cat or dog 
shooting outside. 

The Rural Fire Service has many 
excellent articles on preparing your 
property, and your family and pets 
for the fire season. If you have horses 
or livestock there is info on the RFS 
website as well. 
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Please, take the time and have 
a look, don’t depend on a fire 
truck being at your front door 
-- there just isn’t enough of them 
to be everywhere. In the area 
I live in we have 3 appliances 
(fire trucks) and we are very 
fortunate to have them -- 
however, there are 450 homes! 
So it's up to us to look after our 
pets and be prepared!



Resources:

RFS website: rfs.nsw.gov.au

Twitter: @NSWRFS 

Facebook: facebook.com/
nswrfs

The RFS Fires Near Me app can 
be downloaded from the App 
Store and Google Play. 

WHAT THE NOSE KNOWS

By Michelle Raymond

30% of a dog’s brain is dedicated to 
analysing odour, where a human 
is much more in tune with what it 
sees. They smell their world using 
olfaction to organise and make sense 

of what  they see and hear, where 
humans mostly concentrate on 
visuals. A dog’s nose is the fastest 
route for information to reach the 
brain. Olfactory recognition of people 
in dogs is similar to our own visual 
recognition of people.

Dogs sniff with their mouths closed. 
They can sniff continually whilst 
breathing in and out at the same time. 
Alexandra Horowitz refers to this as 
‘blowing and vacuuming in sync’. In 
human terms, this is called ‘circular 
breathing’, which is a very difficult 
skill that didgeridoo and brass 
instrument players struggle to master. 
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up to the vomeronasal organ for 
examination.

Dogs need to sniff, hunt and search. 
It is important for them to exercise 
their natural instincts and read their 
environment through odour detection 
of animals, other dogs, humans etc. 
Scent is vital for them to be able to 
communicate.

The scenting ability of a Chihuahua is 
exactly the same as a Great Dane. 

Since 9/11, there has been a 400% 
increase in the worldwide need to 
have available and trained scent 
detection dogs.

When dogs kick 
and scrape grass 
after they urinate, 
they are often 
dominant dogs 
that are leaving 
pheromones 
behind as part of 
their territory.

Puppies’ noses start working before 
birth! 

Trained scent dogs can tell identical 
twins apart.

Not only can dogs identify individuals 
through their nose, they can also 
identify characteristics of the 
individual. 
Alexandra 
Horowitz says ‘a 
dog knows if you’ve 
smoked a cigarette, 
just had a snack 
or just run a mile. 
They know about 
the upcoming 
weather, the way 
the afternoon 
smells and whether you are sick or 
upset. Every inhaled gulp of air is full 
of information. It holds the odours 
of people who have just passed by. 

Dogs can detect some odours in parts 
per trillion e.g. If a teaspoon of sugar 
was dropped into water equal to 
two Olympic size swimming pools, a 
dog could easily detect it. Wow, how 
incredible!

Dogs possess up to 300 million 
olfactory receptors, compared to a 
human’s 6 million.

A dog’s nose is 10000 – 100000 more 
accurate than a human. To put this 
into perspective, if we make an 
analogy with sight, it would mean a 
human could detect something 530 
metres away, where a dog could detect 
it 4800 kilometres away. 

That part dedicated to odour is 
approximately 40 times greater than a 
human.

Dogs can be trained to accurately 
detect all sorts of things through 
their incredible sense of smell such 
as cancer, drugs, fire accelerants, 
melanoma, plastic, money, missing 
people, missing pets, cadaver, 
clothing, metal, water, gas leaks, and 
even low blood sugar levels, epilepsy, 
schizophrenia and migraine onset in 
humans to name a few. 

Dogs can only detect odours 
downwind.

A Bloodhound’s giant ears assist 
him to help fan odours up to its nose. 
This is one reason they excel at scent-
tracking. Their constant stream of 
drool also helps to gather extra liquids 
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PREPARED FOR SUMMER

We love learning at Hills! Once 
again we had many members get 
ready for summer by attending our 
annual talk by Dr Marjorie Au of 
Petstock Dural. Marjorie spoke about 
recognising signs of heat stroke as 
well as symptoms and treatment of 
tick paralysis in dogs. Thank you 
Marjorie for helping us keep our four-
legged friends safe! Also thank to you 
Simparica who donated some goodies 
for us!



It catches pollens and plant notes 
carried on the breeze. Each noseful 
captures the traces of animals who 
have walked, run, cowered, eaten, or 
died nearby.’ 

Dogs can smell emotions such as fear, 
anxiety and sadness. Tracking dogs 
therefore, easily pick up odour of a 
human in emotional distress such as a 
criminal escaping the law or a lost and 
upset person.

Our aroma remains, even when we’ve 
left our dog.



References:

‘Being a Dog – Following the Dog into 
the World of Smell’ by Alexandra 
Horowitz

‘Inside of a Dog’ by Alexandra 
Horowitz 
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PHYSICAL HEALTH.

Did you know that puppies can get a 
medical condition commonly known 
as ‘growing pains’? Do you know that 
congenital and genetic conditions 
are different? Or that an old dog can 
have a visibly cloudy eye but see 
perfectly? Now we do, thanks to Dr 
Penny Mead of Hornsby Vet who gave 
her talk on Physical Conditions and 
Behaviour Problems as part of our 
2019 Instructors’ Course. Thanks to all 
instructors and interested members 
who attended this very informative 
talk!



FOR NOTICE OF CLASS CAN-
CELLATION 

In the event of extreme weather 
conditions (heat or rain)  

Go to: www.hillsdogclub.com  OR 
Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub 
Pages updated Monday 4pm & 

Tuesday 8:45am 

We train we're fine come rain or shine

A copy of the ratified 

minutes (of all meetings) 

are available to all members 

on request at the office on 

training days.

Hills Dog Club - Meeting Minutes

The next K9 Companion tests 
are coming up on  

11 & 12 November.

Enquire at the office for more info.
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MOVERS AND SHAKERS.
• Sandy O’Neill’s Nova won 1st place in UD on 191 

points, fantastic work in UDX and 4th place on 
97 points in her first rally trial at Border Collie 
Nationals on Oct 11

• Dori Leadle’s Quinn was 3rd in open RATG state 
titles and gained his title! 

• Vicki Gresser’s Blade was 1st Novice 199/200, 
highest scoring dog in trial and gained his 
Novice Title on Oct 5

• Blade achieved 2nd place on 187/200 and 1st place 
on 197/200 to be awarded highest scoring club 
member at Southern Highlands DTC on Oct 19

• Lynne Sheather and Cathie Ashurst’s Hugo won 
Runner Up Neuter in Show at Manly DTC on 27 
Oct

Quinn

Nova

Quinn

Hugo
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NOTICE IS GIVEN OF THE GENERAL MEETING 

of Hills Dog Club Inc.
When: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday 13 November 2019 - 7:30pm
Where:   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Meeting Rooms at Castle Hill Showground.
Who: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . All club members are welcome to attend.

AGENDA

1. Open Meeting 

2. Apologies

3. Confirmation of minutes of previous general meeting

4. Business arising from the minutes 

5. Correspondence

6. Treasurer’s Report

7. New members

8. Chief Instructor’s Report

9. Show Secretary’s Report

10. Trial Secretary’s Report

11. Publicity Report

12. General Business

Seeking  
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Do you have knowledge of 
bookkeeping? Would you like to 

join the team that runs Hills? We are 
looking for expressions of interest for 
a club TREASURER from April 2020. 
The role involves keeping track of 
club accounts and delivering a report 

at monthly committee meetings. As 
treasurer, you will be a much valued 
member of our team. To find out more, 
please chat with our friendly office 
staff, come along to a general meeting, 
or send an email to infohillsdogclub@
gmail.com.

JOIN THE COMMITEE - IT IS IMPORTANT - REWARDING - AND OFTEN FUN - N
O S

ER
IOU

SLY
 - 

DO
 IT -
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CHRISTMAS TOYS FOR YOUR 
PETS
by Narelle Brown

Dogs come in all sizes and so do toys.

What is appropriate for a Toy poodle 
may not at all suit a Rottweiler and 
could pose a choking danger.

Prior to purchasing toys - think about 
the size of your dog, what he likes 
to do – is he a chewer or a carrier or 
both, is your dog gentle or rough with 
toys, does he like to solve puzzles. 
Knowing your dog will help to choose 
a toy.

I will preface all the following toys 
with a warning.
Not all toys are safe – you need to 
supervise your dog with certain toys 
and to check them regularly.
Throw out toys that are deteriorating, 
that have been shredded, broken or 
have sharp pieces. 
Avoid the $2 shop toys as they really 
don’t last the distance.

We have all heard stories about 
dogs who have eaten string that has 
wrapped around their intestines 
and caused problems, or the dog who 
cracked the tennis ball and got its 
tongue stuck in it, or the dogs who 
have had a tooth knocked out catching 
a hard heavy toy. So be safe and 
ensure toys are suitable for your dog!

Here are some suitable toys to think 
about:

These Playmates come 
in 2 sizes and good for 
chewers. The rubber 
and rough section 
in middle is good for 
gum health and teeth 
cleaning

You can use these mini tennis balls to 
play “find”. Hide them under things – 
like plastic cups and let them guess 
which cup. Or play catch and fetch. 
My dog loves to fetch the ball and 
deposit it into a bucket or a tray and 
then I throw another one.

Kongs are so wonderful – a puppy 
will play with the rolling around of 
the toy. You can put food in it. Can 
freeze food in it for summer. Just 
about indestructible. Puppy size 
suits small dogs too!

Johnny sticks -   
squeaks and floats

Two sizes – not overly soft .Toys that 
rub up against teeth while they are 
chewing or carrying are an added 
benefit for cleaning teeth.

This is a very 
strong rope toy 
– quite hard.

For small to medium
Toy poodles – Scarlet the toy poodle likes to play with 
ping pong balls. Nice. Here are some others to consider!

Medium size dogs
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Common items for all
Wading pool (with float toys and ones that 
sink) Can fill with water or sand and bury toys.

Tunnel (my dogs loved running through their 
tunnel and hearing the rattle and seeing my 
shadow on the other side – it was exciting, and 
it would be a great race out the other end.

A bell your dog can 
learn to either pull the 
rope (like a boat bell) or 
pat the bell for a “treat 
service” 

Throw sticks- that hold the 
ball– get this one out and 
the dogs know what the 
game is very quickly  

Toys that challenge your 
dog – if you have the dosh 
to splash on your pet

 Medium to Large

Extra Large 
Tyres to wrestle with! Tie a rope around a heavy 
weight that they can pull.
There is a really large ball with rope through it 
at the pet store for a very large dog!

 
Have fun shopping for toys – my dogs loved to unwrap 
their toys on Christmas day – and they never touched 
them while they were under the tree! 

It squeaks but you can mute 
this one if the noise gets to 
you on Xmas night! What a 
bonus

Wobble Kong – heavy – dog 
pushes at it until the food 
drops out the hole. Long 
time play.

A heavy ball to roll around

Kongs come in all sizes 
and in red for Xmas!

This is another 
type of throw stick 
– better than a tree 
stick – no splinters!

Snuffle mats like this one for $49.95 - you 
could make it yourself. Hide the food and 
your dog will love the search and treat!

Ideal for dogs who like to fetch but may 
spend some time alone during the day, 
the Hyper Fetch is an interactive toy that 
shoots your dogs ball across the room 
for you, with three throw modes to suit 
different room sizes and energetic dogs. 
This rechargeable unit will continue to 
throw your dogs ball every time they 
return it, for a game of fetch your dog 
will love.
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GROUND RULES
1. As a condition of membership, 
all dogs are required to be 
properly vaccinated according to 
current veterinary guidelines.

2. Members are responsible at 
all times for the behaviour of 
their dog/s whilst present on the 
training grounds or representing 
the club.

3. All dogs must have properly 
fitted equipment and remain on 
lead at all times (unless instructed 
otherwise by a club instructor). 
No check/choker chains are to 
be used on any dogs in Puppy, 
Beginners or Graduate classes.

4. A member shall not ill-treat a 
dog at any time. Any such action 
may give rise to suspension 
or expulsion from the Club by 
resolution of the Committee.

5. Bitches in season and/or 
dog/s which are un-well or  have 
an infectious condition are not 
permitted on the obedience 
training grounds.

6. Members are to pick up after 
their dog/s and help keep the 
grounds clean and tidy.

7. Adequate sensible dress with 
appropriate footwear (no thongs, 
scuffs or bare feet) is required 
to be worn by Handler during 
training.

8. Dogs are not to be left 
unattended whilst on the training 
grounds unless crated or tethered 
in a safe area. Members are 
reminded not to approach dogs 
that are confined. All dogs are 
to be kept under control and 
supervised while at the counter 
or in the clubhouse.

9. The Club reserves the right 
to ask any member to muzzle or 
in extreme cases, remove their 
dog/s from the training grounds. 
If a muzzle is required this must 
remain in place whilst on the 
club grounds. This will be at the 
discretion of the Committee.

10. Members who use Club 
equipment must ensure it is 

returned to the storeroom and 
stored correctly after classes are 
conducted.

11. Children are welcome to 
attend classes provided they are 
supervised by an adult/parent/
guardian at all times.

12. Child members (aged 7 to 11 are 
to be accompanied by an adult/
parent/guardian in classes) and 
Junior members (aged 12 to 15 
under adult/parent/guardian 
supervision on grounds) are 
welcome to train providing they 
have sufficient control of their 
dog during classes. This will be 
at the discretion of the class/chief 
instructor.

NOTICE:
Election Obedience- and 

Rally Judges will take 
place at the general 

meeting
every November

Would you like to receive 
your Howler via email?

Email us at:  
hillshowler@gmail.com 

Subject: Send Howler

Check us out on 
Facebook – 

Like our page to get 
Club updates.

https://www.
facebook.com/
hillsdogclub/

Hills Dog Club Inc.
TRAINING TIMES
Mon.   7pm -> Puppies*, 
Beginners, Graduate & 
Advanced
8pm -> Competitive Trialling 
dogs class
*Puppy classes are for dogs  
12-20 weeks.
 Tue. 10:30am -> All Classes

CLUB MEETINGS
The club meets monthly on 
the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month, except January, in the 
clubhouse. Meetings start at 
7.30pm. All welcome! Tea and 
coffee provided.
Club financial year is 1st 
January to 31st December.

CORRESPONDENCE 
AND NEWSLETTER
All Club correspondence or 
enquiries should be addressed 
in writing to The Secretary, PO 
BOX 392
Round Corner NSW 2158 or   
infohillsdogclub@gmail.com 
Hills Howler is available at the 
clubhouse on training days/
nights and online. All mem-
bers are encouraged to con-
tribute.For admin purposes, 
please keep us informed of 
change of email address.

Forgotten to bring treats to 
training? 
Lamb Treats are on sale at the 
office for $5 a packet  

NOTE: NEW EMAIL ADDRESS!
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Members can also access official grad 
pics in facebook members group 
album

CHRISTMAS AND 
GRADUATION DINNER 2019

Was held in a lovely room at the 
Fiddler in Rouse Hill on Friday the 1st 
Nov '19. Close to 70 people attended 
to herald in the new Instructors, who 
have been working hard the last year 
or so. 
Let the photos and captions tell the 
story, maybe we'll see you next time to 
join the fun?

Heads or Tails?

Multiple Prize Winner!

Letter from the Mayor, Michelle Byrne

Grads and partners

The gang.

Grads and partners
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BOOK REVIEW 
‘Man's Best Friend’ 

By Luke Warburton and Simon Bouda

Reviewed by Michelle Raymond

I’m a huge fan of the NSW Police Force 
Dog Unit. Their role in assisting to 
enforce the law is often crucial to the 
safe outcome of volatile incidents. 
I know their presence and back up 
helped protect my husband and his 
colleagues many times during his 
34 years of police service. The dogs 
known as ‘General Purpose’ dogs 
are often faster and more agile than 
their human partners and are able to 
accurately track and apprehend an 
offender or lost person.

My husband maintains that a GP dog 
named Kane was instrumental in 
effectively reducing Cabramatta's 
massive drug and gang problems 
in the late 90s. A fearsome looking 
Doberman/GSD cross, Kane instantly 
had dealers and gangs surrendering 
when he appeared on the scene!

So, I was recently delighted to find 
‘Man's Best Friend’, the true story of 
one of the NSW Police Force's finest 
officers. Living in Kellyville for most 
of his teenage years, Luke Warburton 
dreamed of  joining the NSW Police 
and ultimately, its elite Dog Unit.

Determined and driven by his love 
of dogs, Luke's goal eventually 
became reality after passing 
gruelling physical and psychological 
assessments.

With specialised training to detect 
either drugs, explosives, offenders 
or cadavers, Luke worked alongside 
several dogs in his dangerous 
line of duty before GP Police Dog 
Chuck became his new partner. Sgt 
Warburton and Chuck were nationally 
recognised for bringing down 
Malcolm Naden in 2012, Australia's 
most wanted fugitive at the time, after 
six years on the run from police.

Go
od

 R
ea

d!

It was Luke’s attendance at an incident 
at Nepean Hospital's Emergency Dept 
in 2016 that almost cost him his 
life when an 

offender 
shot him 
in the 
femoral 
vein. Had 
Luke, the 
father of 
three, been 
elsewhere 
he probably 
wouldn’t 
have 
survived, 
but the quick 
intervention 
of medical 
staff saved 
him. Later Sgt 
Warburton 
would earn the 

Commissioner's 
Valour Award for conspicuous merit 
and exceptional bravery in the line of 
duty.

Co-written with Simon Bouda, award-
winning investigative journalist with 
the Nine Network, this inspiring book 
also covers Luke’s long struggle to 
recover from a life changing incident, 
the challenge of the court case and his 
eventual return to work. Of course, 
the unconditional support of his best 
friend Chuck is front and centre to 
his physical and mental recovery. The 
book also sheds light on some of the 
outstanding but dangerous work of 
the NSW Police Dog Unit.

It’s a five out of five paws from me, but 
make sure you keep the tissues handy!





What's in store? 
Well we asked him and here's what he said: 
"I will bring 2 dogs I am training for tracking 
rhino and elephant poachers. These dogs 
are 17 weeks old and will be working in 
Zimbabwe when they are approx. 12 months 
old. They will also be trained to find rhino 
horn, ivory, firearms and ammunition. 
I will do a demo with these dogs.

Plus koala detection dog which is being 
trained to work in far north 
coast of NSW and 
southern QLD.

ALSO a demo of 
some dogs being 
trained for effluent 
detection. 

ALSO  videos of 
how the above dogs 
were trained.

ALSO  that it’s a 
fun night for all 
concerned. "
Steve A

Working Dog Heroes: 
Steve Austin and his 
conservation dogs
Do not miss this facinating presentation and  opportunity to see 
how conservation dogs are trained. Booking is essential as this 
is a very popular talk and seats are limited.  
Contact Dianne Atkins to reserve your seat.

Do it now!
29th 

November 2019
Showgrounds,

Hills Dog Club  
in the club house.

7:30pm 
Limited seating!

Booking essential 
diatkins@bigpond.net.au

"Steve Austin is Australia's most experienced detection 

dog trainer and has trained animals internationally for 

quarantine, search and rescue, police work and wildlife 

preservation."
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WHIZZ 
KID.
By Tony Vink

I’m so over it! No seriously, stop it 
already, everytime you set your paws 
into my house you walk to the nearest 
vertical surface and, presto, big puddle. 
Yes you’re a small dog and sure, you are 
in the prime of your life and are clearly 
trying to find a partner of sorts. But 
you’ve been here before and you know 
Cinnamon is not your type, in fact if you 
get too close to her she’ll tell you in no 
uncertain terms to get lost. Yup, that’s 
what that lip curl-growl means, or can’t 
you take no for an answer? 

Charlie is a regular at our house, he 
visits when his humans have stuff to 
do, you know. We don’t really know 
what breed he is, certainly has some 
terrier in him though, his wiry coat 
and distinctive muzzle give that away, 
but otherwise, I think he has a bit of 
possum in him too - he’s very agile. 

Now you say to me: 
“But Tony, can’t you 
keep him outside 
or in the kitchen?” 
Sure I can, in fact it’s 
a standing rule in the 
house when Charlie 
visits: keep him in the 
kitchen or outside. 
However, 
there are 
5 more 
members 
of our 
family 
who need 

to remember this. My two teens don’t 
know how to close a door… and my 
dear in laws have forgotten how to 

close doors. If it wasn’t for our self 
closing screen doors, all the dogs 

would escape!

There is nothing as frustrating 
as spending time and energy 

cleaning the house to be faced 
with a discreet, yet in-your-

face puddle next your favourite 
lounger. The piddle machine has 
struck again. Aaargh! Here comes 
the most difficult action. Stay calm, 
call Charlie out of the room where 
the dastardly act was 
committed without 
cussing. I’m a trainer, 
I know he won’t 
understand why he 
copped it if I told him 
off. But man, it is very difficult to 
do. We spend so much time talking 
to the dogs, we almost think they 
understand us and know exactly 
what we are saying. In fact we have 
scientific proof that dogs know what 
we mean when we talk to them, but 
they don’t have the concept of time and 
past actions down. They ‘remember’ 
stuff for sure, but not as a story about 
the past but a feeling of a situation.  
So if I shout and go nuts, he will just 
not like me anymore and 
won’t link it to his 
toilet 

manners 
just two 
minutes 

before.

Charlie, he’s 
a good little 

TerrierX, not 
scared to take 
on the big boys 

(behind fences).  
When you call him, he comes, 

eventually and when you let him 
in the house he’ll promptly spend a 
penny. Bless him.



Hey Ellen, can I 

publish this? 

Tony

...he has a bit of 
possum in him too.
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Image Credits:

Photos of Club members and 
dogs owned by respective 
members.
Stock images from Adobe Stock, 
Licenced to Tony Vink.

The Hills Howler newsletter is written 
by members, for members. The views 
expressed here are not necessarily the 
views of the Hills Dog Club Inc. and 
the club does not accept responsibili-
ty for any information, articles or ad-
vice published.  We welcome requests 
for articles and info, and also allow 
members to post dog/pet related no-
tices at editors discretion.  Members 
are encouraged to write and contrib-
ute letters, stories, with photos relat-
ed to dogs and experiences with dogs. 
Share a joy or a sadness with us. Most 
web links on the digital version of this 
Newsletter are live and may be clicked 

to go to the appropriate site. Some im-
ages also contain web links.
Copyright Notice: 
The Newsletter may only be repro-
duced in full without any deletions or 
additions. Some of the content in our 
Newsletter is protected by copyright. 
Please write us to ask for permission 
to use specific content before publish-
ing elsewhere. 
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  PLEASE READ! 
 CHANGES to CRITERIA for  
 ALL HILLS DOG CLUB INC. 
 AWARDS 
  
 
There have been some important changes to all Hills Dog Club 
Inc. awards criteria this year. It is important that you read and 

understand these forms before submitting your entries. 
 
          Points to note: 

 
We believe these new rules are more consistent across all 
awards and trophies, and will make the application process 
easier for handlers. Thank you for your patience while we 

introduce the changes.  Hopefully the transition will be smooth! 

Entries will close on Tuesday 11th February 2020. No late entries will be 
accepted – please do not ask for an extension. 
Entries should be posted to The Secretary, Hills Dog Club Inc., PO Box 392, 
Round Corner, NSW, 2158 or  handed to Genevieve Young at the Club at 
Monday night or Tuesday morning training. 
Recipients of awards and trophies will need to attend the Hills Dog Club Inc. 
AGM on Wednesday 28th March 2020 to collect their awards. 
Please read the new criteria for all Obedience & Rally O levels, and for the 
Iris Bollinger Memorial Trophy. 
Please note that the Dianne Atkins Perpetual Trophy for Highest 
Achievement in Canine Competition will be awarded only to competitors in 
ANKC approved dog sports. 
In the past, we have permitted qualifying certificates to be viewed and 
verified at the office.  This will no longer be the case.  From now on, 
photocopies of relevant documentation must be attached to your application.  
Applications via email or phone will not be accepted. 
Please make sure your application for Obedience & Rally O Awards and 
Trophies (point score awards) has copies of the qualifying cards attached. 
When applying for Title Trophies you must attach a copy of the updated Title 
Certificate issued by ANKC. Breeder’s certificates will not be accepted. 
When completing paperwork, please write your dog’s name including any 
titles you wish to appear before or after your dog’s name. 
Finally, because of the number of pages required to print all the information 
about Hills’ awards, this will not appear in Howler.  To view the full 
documentation, and to print application forms, please go to our website 
www.hillsdogclub.com or the ‘Recent Group Files’ section of Hills Members 
Facebook Page. 
www.hillsdogclub.com


