
History of the
Hills Dog Club

March 5, 1979: The inaugural meeting is held, forming the Inala
All Breeds Kennel Club. Thirteen dog judges and enthusiasts
gather at Inala School, thanks to the efforts of President Barry
Langdon.
August 1979: The first Annual General Meeting takes place.

THE CLUB IS BORN

1979

1980 /
1981

June 2, 1980: Monday night training begins at Castle Hill.
May 13, 1981: The club changes its name to Hills District Kennel
Club.
1981: Monthly meetings move to Castle Hill Showground.

GROWING ROOTS

FIRST SHOWS AND TRAINING
August 21, 1982: The first Open Breed Show is held.
September 24, 1982: A trial field day is held (possibly the first
trial).
1983: Obedience training classes begin on Monday nights.
December 1983: The first Championship Show is held.

EXPANDING TRAINING

1986: The club hosts its first Obedience Trial.
March 1989: Tuesday morning training classes are introduced by
Jeni Schwebel, allowing instructors and members more flexibility.

INNOVATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Early 1990s: Membership grows to approximately 300, with 40
attending training classes weekly.
1992: The club newsletter is named "Hills Howler" after a
competition won by Jeni Schwebel.
March 1993: The club photo album is started.
June 1994: Members attend a Canine Good Citizen meeting.
1994: Puppy classes are introduced, emphasising gentle training
with no check chains.
December 1995: First trial where Associate Register and Main
Register dogs compete together.
1995: The club partners with Hills Shire Council to present
educational programs for children and prospective dog owners.

1982 /
1984

1986 /
1989

1990's



August 1996: After attending the APDT conference in the USA,
the club hosts Australia’s first dog training conference, featuring
John Rogerson. Over 320 trainers attend, raising $14,750 for the
Norwest Canine Association.
August 1996: The first 12-month Instructors Course begins.
September 1996: The club’s name changes to Hills District Kennel
and Training Club Inc.
April–May 1997: A new training manual is introduced for
beginner classes, mandating soft collars only.
March 1998: The Instructors’ Training Manual and Pet Education
Booklet are published.
1998: Another Instructors Course starts, with 17 members
participating.

LEADERSHIP AND EDUCATION

1996–
1998

MODERNIZATION AND GROWTH
January 2002: The training manual is revised.
2004: Club history is digitized and a new building opens, with
the club donating $80,000 towards its construction.
2004: A new Instructors Course is launched.
2005: Trialling classes are introduced for new competitors.
2006: Terry Ryan seminar is organized; another Instructors
Course begins.
2007: Training manuals and classes are updated to reflect
modern training techniques. Monday night sessions expand to 15
classes; Tuesday sessions offer 9.

COMMUNITY AND RECOGNITION

2010–present: Club membership grows to 1,300, with weekly
training attendance at approximately 170. The club boasts 70
instructors and 15 trainees.
December 2014: The club’s name changes to Hills Dog Club Inc.
2016: K9 Assessment for responsible pet ownership is introduced;
the club participates in the Orange Blossom Festival.
2017: Annual microchip check and information night for members
begins.
2018: "Be Dog Wise," a children’s information night, is launched
for the local community.
2018: The club receives the Hornsby / North Western Sydney
Regional Volunteer of the Year Award.
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